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What the World Showed Me 
PER HOST 
An outstanding travel book by a Norwegian scientist 
who has studied the habits of the Seal in the Arctic, 
explored the Everglades in Florida, and the jungles of 
South America. Many striking illustrations in colour 


and monotone are included. 18s. 
The Silent Traveller in Dublin 
CHIANG YEE 


From London, Oxford, Edinburgh and New York, the 
Silent Traveller moves to Dublin, illustrating his 
impressions of the Irish capital with charming drawings 
in colour and line. 21s. 


. > | J e 
Mind You, I’ve Said Nothing! 
Forays in the Irish Republic 
HONOR TRACY 
However sensitive the Irish may be to criticism, they 
should enjoy this amusing and illuminating book equally 
with English readers. It has the same sharp observation, 
shrewd comment and wit which distinguished Kakemono, 
Honor Tracy’s book on Japan. 12s. 6d. 


Antiquities of the Irish 


Countryside 
SEAN P. O RIORDAIN 


An invaluable book for the student of Irish archaeology. 
It presents a summary of the results of the extensive 
archaeological research which has taken place in Ireland 
during the past decade. With many illustrations. 15s. 


Feathered Wings 
A study of the Flight of Birds 
ANTHONY JACK 


The first book in English to deal thoroughly with the 
various styles of bird flight, manoeuvres and aerobatics. 
With many illustrations from photographs and drawings. 
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How Animals Move 
JAMES GRAY 


An eye-opener, for all ages, to 
the beauty and variety of animal 
movement. Drawings by Edward 
Bawden. 16s. net 


The Indus 
Civilization 
SIR MORTIMER 
WHEELER 


A supplementary volume to the 
Cambridge History of India. 


2l1s. net 


Aristotle and the 
Art of Fiction 
L. J. POTTS 


A new translation of the Poetics 
with a commentary on _ its 
meaning and importance. 

Os. net 


Four 
Metaphysical Poets 
JOAN BENNETT 


Studies of Donne, Herbert, 
Vaughan, and Crashaw. Second 
edition. 15s. net 


The Navy 1558-1727 


SIR HERBERT 
RICHMOND 


A study of the Navy as an 
instrument of policy. 
60s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 








LIONEL 


EDWARDS 


Sportsman’s 
Sketchbook 


» Another beautiful book of this 


great sporting artist’s paintings, 
sketches and anecdotes. 12 


, colour plates, numerous black 


12s. 6d. 


PICK 


OF TODAY’S 


Short Stories 


FOURTH SERIES 
Edited by 
JOHN PUDNEY 
Another collection of the 


and white. 


> cream of the year’s stories. 


Known and unknown writers 
are here, and entertainment 
is the keynote. 10s. 6d. 


Mysterious Courier 
GILBERT AULLEN 


A thrilling adventure story of 
the court of Louise XV, the 
Empress of Russia and how a 
young man played the spy 
dressed as a woman. 10s. 6d. 


the publishers are 
PUTNAM 
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Enchanted in the Sun 
GIUSEPPE MAROTTA 


Naples in all its fantastic variety, 
and an old man telling the stories 
of the classical gods and heroes. 
Here is beauty, humanity, humour 
and the humility of the common man 
posed against the gigantic figures of 
the old myths. A book which does 
not belie its title. 

La. Crown 8vo 9s 6d net 


The Expanding Eye 
PETER GREEN 


This is not merely a record of a 
first journey to the Mediterranean 
made by a young Englishman, but the 
story of a mind and heart travelling 
through experience itself. To quote 
the author, it ‘is a pilgrimage from 
insular naivety to a final surrender to 
what still remains the only true 
reality; the reality of the land, which 
determines all history and every 
creed.” 

Demy 8vo Illustrated 15s net 


The Adventure of 
Space Travel 
G. V. E. THOMPSON 


Primarily written for young people, 
this book deals seriously with the 
problems of interplanetary travel, its 
present achievements, and future 
possibilities. As simply as possible 
it deals with the solar system and the 
problems of space and gravitation. 
With the aid of diagrams it explains 
how a rocket motor works, the kind 
of fuel it consumes, and the interior 
and exterior design of space ships. 
La. Crown 8vo Illustrated 10s 6d net 
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For Christmas 





XAN FIELDING 


THE 
STRONGHOLD 


A fascinating account of a year spent 
in the little known White Mountains of 
Crete, for centuries the lair of outlaws 
and a stronghold against the invader. 


Book Soc: Ree: 21s. 


ANTHONY WERE 


SMUGGLERS’ 
PARADISE 


The true adventures of a young man 
investigating the European smuggling 
racket. 10s. Gd. 


GEORGE ORWELL 


ENGLAND 
YOUR ENGLAND 


A final collection of Orwell’s essays. 
12s. 6d. 


Coming in January 





ANDRE MALRAUX 


THE VOICES 
OF SILENCE 


One of the greatest books on art of 
all time. With 15 full-colour plates, 
450 heliogravure illustrations, 650pp 
of text. £6.0.0 


SECKER & WARBURG 























A New and exciting 
JULIA CLEMENTS 
book on the modern art 
of flower arrangement 


101 Ideas for 


Flower Arrangement 
by JULIA CLEMENTS 


Tn her fourth and latest book Miss 
Clements sums-up and concentrates 
all her experience gained by judging, 
lecturing and demonstrating into 
the pages of one inspiring volume. 
Each individual idea is intended to 
promote a whole series of other 
spontaneous ideas. The book will 
have a special appeal to all who are 
interested in exhibition and show 
work, although it will equally be a 
starting point for the newcomer to 
this art. 

The more advanced pupil will be 
pleased to find these terms explained 
fully for the first time: 


Design — Balance —Colour—Scale 
— Focal Interest — Rhythm — 
Proportion — Line — Flower and 
Foliage Forms: points. fillers, 
dominants. 
4 Magnificent Colour Plates 
Over 100 Photographic Studies 


Just Published 
21s. net from all Booksellers 


——PEARSON 

















DENT 


Everyman’s Dictionary 
of Shakespeare 
Quotations 


An Everyman’s Reference Library 
volume, compiled by D. C. BROWN- 
ING, M.A., B.LITT., and presenting all 
of Shakespeare that may be reckoned 
‘quote-worthy.’ With vast index, writ- 
ings on Shakespeare, etc. 15s. 


A reset and full edition of 
> J . 

Pepys’s Diary 

in Everyman’s Library 
Newly edited from the Rev. Mynors 
Bright’s version (the most accurate 
version published), with modernized 
spelling and punctuation. Half as 


much again has been added to the former 
Everyman edition. 3 vols. 7s. each 


A Constance Spry 
Anthology 


The book beautiful; a gathering of the 
flowers of Constance Spry’s thought 
and writing, and poems and passages of 
her choosing, matched with 40 selected 
examples of her flower arrangements, 
8 in full colour. Crown 4to. 18s. 


Yorkshire Village 
Marie Hartley & Foan Ingilby 


A book in the famous Ella Pontefract- 
Marie Hartley tradition: the detailed 
story of a village, Askrigg in Wensley- 
dale, against the background of national 
events and English village life. Draw- 
ings by Marie Hartley. (Nov. ]2) 18s. 


Lancashire Plain 


& Seaboard 
Herbert C. Collins 


A vivid study, by the author of The 
Roof of Lancashire, of the county’s 
western plain and coastline, and the 
changing ways of its people. With 16 


pages of photographs, and line drawings. 
18s. 











The First Volume of a new History of England 


The Tudor Age 
J. A. WILLIAMSON 


This is the first volume of a new History of England, which has been 
designed to cover in nine volumes the course of our history from 
Anglo-Saxon times to the present day. The editor is Professor W. N. 
Medlicott. Each volume of the series will stand by itself, not only as 
an individual expression of its author’s methods, tastes and experience, 
but also as a comprehe asive picture of an age. Dr. J. A. Williamson, 
the author of the first volume to appear, is already known for a 
considerable number of historical works on the period. 


Illustrated with maps. 25s. net. 


World History 
J. C. REVILL 


This broad survey of the outline of history, written for the general 
reader, covers in 760 pages a remarkably wide field. Beginning with 
the emergence of life on the earth, Mr. Revill traces the development 
of man from the first flowering of civilisation in Egypt, Sumeria and 
the Indus Valley to the post-war world of our time. Politics provide 
the unifying theme of this long and complicated story; but attention 
is given to social, cultural and economic developments, and periodically 
the reader is given an eagle’s view of the wide scene in a series of 
excellent survey chapters. 

Illustrated with maps. 30s. net 


Illustrated History of 


English Literature 
A. C. WARD 


Illustrations collected by Elizabeth Williams 


VOLUME I: 
CHAUCER TO SHAKESPEARE 


The purpose of this Illustrated History is to provide an account of 
English Literature attractive enough in style and presentation to be 
read from end to end as a book in its own right, telling an absorbing 
story in an engaging manner. The author records what has happened 
in the history of English writings from Chaucer onward, with a back- 
ward glance at those who preceded Chaucer. 


Volume II will begin with Ben Jonson and end with Samuel Johnson; 
Volume III will begin with William Blake and end with the death of 
Bernard Shaw in 1950. 


Illustrated. 25s. net 
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November 1953 


W. G. TAYLOR 


SOME NOTES ON THE FUNCTION 
OF A PUBLISHER 


THE FUNCTION of a publisher, if by function we mean the activity 
proper to his calling, is the issuing of books as the agents of their authors or 
other owners; and it may also be taken to include the actions or processes 
of which thgt activity consists. 

Publishers are of various kinds. Every newspaper, for instance, has a 
publisher, who is responsible for its production and distribution. Others 
issue periodicals, musical scores, prints, Christmas cards or reproductions of 
pictures. But the term publisher, unqualified, generally indicates one who 
is concerned with books. It is apparent, however, that the business of 
publishers, even in the limited sense of putting out books, covers a field 
of great variety; and it will be well, therefore, to confine these short notes to 
what is called in the trade “ general publishing ”, a term which covers the 
issue of all those miscellaneous books with which everyone is familiar— 
novels, biography, travel, history, poetry, etc.—and to disregard the more 
specialised fields, important though they are. 

A principal mark of publishing is its diversity. Firms vary widely in 
size, age, experience and tradition, and even general publishers may tend to 
lean towards one department of literature or another. Thus there is no 
typical publisher, and, short of writing an extended treatise, it is impossible 
to discuss our subject only in the most generalised terms. Even so, there will 
be exceptions to every generalisation. 

From time to time during the last few decades an author has written to a 
literary journal saying, in effect, that publishers are at the best unnecessary 
to, and at the worst parasitical upon, the book trade. He has explained how 
an author can get his book produced by a printer-binder and by judicious 
announcement can sell it himself (either single-handed or in co-operation 
with other authors) and thus take the whole of his just reward. Less has 
been heard of this idea since the last war owing, no doubt, to the spectacular 
rise in production costs, but it lingers here and there. It seems to be based 
on the belief that there is a large, or at least adequate, body of readers eager 
to read the author’s work, whereas in fact comparatively few writers have 
more than a small following with an active interest in what they write, and 
it is the task of the publisher to arouse or increase that interest. This he does, 
or tries to do, by various means, some direct, some indirect, and all expensive. 

Having accepted a work for publication the publisher makes a contract 
with its author, in which are set out the responsibilities of both parties. It 
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empowers the publisher to produce, advertise and sell the book, usually in 
return for the payment of royalties to the author, the royalties being ex- 
pressed as a percentage of the price at which the book is sold to the public 
(the “ published price”). The full implications of this method of remunerat- 
ing the author are not always apparent. Since royalties are not paid on 
profits, but on receipts from sales, it follows that though the publisher may 
lose money on a given book the author cannot fail to receive some return 
(however inadequate) for his work. The point is mentioned here, not as 
being in any way exceptionable, but as indicating a minor function of the 
publisher that is sometimes overlooked. He finances the author’s venture 
at his own risk, on terms which, while securing the author against loss, 
cannot so secure the publisher. Many—probably most—twentieth-century 
novelists would have been unable to establish themselves but for the royalty 
system; and many a book of high quality would never have been published 
without it. 


The most important aspect of the publisher’s function is the marketing 
of the author’s product, and its successful performance requires experience, 
enterprise, organising ability, industry, close attention to detail and an 
aptitude for the making of contracts. A new work having been accepted, 
the sales effort begins with the manufacture of the book in a form suited 
to its contents and having a dust-jacket designed to attract the favourable 
attention of the prospective reader. Advance notice of publication is sent 
to suitable periodicals for mention in their literary departments, to selected 
customers in the bookselling trade and, of course to the publisher’s repre- 
sentatives at home and abroad. Before publication copies of the book go to 
suitable newspapers and other periodicals for review and are offered to the 
booksellers by the publisher’s representatives. On and after publication 
the book will be advertised in appropriate sections of the press, its title will 
appear in the publisher’s catalogue (which is constantly distributed) and his 
travellers will continually persuade booksellers to renew their stocks. 


A good publisher will pay as much heed to foreign markets as to the home 
trade. He will have representatives, agents, or correspondents in all English- 
speaking territories, and will know the sales possibilities in each of them. 
He will be familiar with the lists of, and may be personally acquainted with, 
the principal American publishers and will therefore know which of his 
titles are likely to interest them. The sale of translation rights on the 
Continent and elsewhere may be the special task of a member of his staff, 
or he may supervise it himself, for this is an important side of marketing and 
cannot be dealt with by hit-or-miss methods. 


Other rights, also, must if possible be sold—serial, radio, dramatic, 
moving picture and so on—and all of them require some knowledge of the 
scope, limitations and organisation of the respective markets. Since each of 
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the articles the publisher must try to sell—not merely once, but in various 
forms—is likely to be different from every other, it is not surprising that his 
business is both hazardous and highly complex. 


Most (perhaps all) publishers occasionally issue a book from which there 
is no hope of profit. Their motives may range from a calculated pursuit 
of kudos to a conviction that the merits of the work transcend other 
considerations; but in the result, though the financial outcome for the 
publisher may be negative, as it nearly always is, the author is encouraged 
and ability recognised. It may be added, therefore, that it is an incidental 
function of the publisher, though perhaps not always a premeditated or 
entirely v6luntary one, to make an occasional sacrifice in the cause of 
literature. This is, unfortunately, a function that is tending to decline, for 
the formidable post-war increase in production costs has brought about a 
situation in which it is hardly possible to produce a small edition of an 
unusual or experimental work at a price that the prospective buyer will pay; 
while the printing of an edition large enough to justify a reasonable published 
price would simply mean a greater loss. These conditions are inimical, not 
only to untried work, but to small editions generally, and the publisher is in 
consequence increasingly reluctant to accept the highly specialised treatise 
or the reported result of original research. Even though he may be convinced 
of its value, he knows the narrow limits of the demand for it, and fears that 
he cannot recover the cost of the small edition warranted by the nature of 
its subject. 


Many general publishers have from time to time (and perhaps more often 
than they like to recall) backed their judgment of a young author by financing 
him in the e arly days of his career, usually by making advances on account 
of work to come. This is done in the hope ‘and expectation that with the 
development of his talents and by judicious “promotion” of his work, 
the author’s sales will ultimately enable the publisher to recover his subsidies 
in the later stages of a mutually profitable association. There are a number of 
established authors who owe their success to the confidence, foresight and 
financial support of publishers. The enterprise does not always work out as 
the parties intend, for the author may prove to be a poor investment and 
never ‘arrive’. He may even fail to produce the work bargained for. Or the 
publisher, having financed several failures, may mistakenly decide that he is 
venturing his money in a hopeless undertaking and decline to go on; and 
the author, having more ability (or greater tenacity) than the publisher 
estimated, may succeed under another imprint, the new sponsor reaping 
the benefit of his competitor’s investment. These are business arrangements, 
not examples of philanthropy in action, but the consequences, when they 
are satisfactory to the author, can hardly be otherwise than advantageous to 
the writing profession, and, it may be hoped, to letters. 
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Other aspects of the publisher’s function that should not be overlooked are 
the originating of books that owe their existence to his initiative, the 
maintenance in print of works of enduring value, and the bringing of foreign 
contemporary literature to English readers. 

It is in the nature of his trade that the publisher is currently in touch 
with what may be called the world of ideas—religious, scientific, economic, 
political, educational and so on. Probably he is not familiar with all of them 
equally, and it is not suggested that he necessarily qualifies as an expert in 
any of them. But because he has constantly to seek opinions and advice from 
experts in many fields and knows, or thinks he knows, from experience in 
selling books on a variety of subjects, the degree or kind of public interested 
in them, or some of them, he is not infrequently able to suggest a theme to a 
likely author to whom it has not occurred that a book on this speciality 
would find sufficient readers. Or when considering his future plans (and a 
publisher is always doing that) or even in the course of his personal reading, 
he may become conscious of what appears to be an obvious gap in the 
presentation of a given subject; and he finds an author to fill it. Similarly, he 
may decide that a department of popular information needs bringing up to 
date (topography is a contemporary instance) and plan a book or series of 
books designed accordingly. As might be expected, these enterprises do not 
always succeed; in fact, the history of publishing is strewn with the wreckage 
of such projects; but a close enquirer would be surprised at the number of 
highly reputable works for whose genesis publishers have been responsible. 

Nearly all the catalogues of general publishers (even those of the younger 
ones) include the titles of established works for which a continuing demand 
may be expected. Collectively, they cover all fields and all the ages. In fact 
it is by this means that the literature of the past is kept before the readers of 
the present; and we are so accustomed to the resulting state of affairs that we 
take it all for granted. Yet it is due to the efforts of publishers that, say, a 
modern translation of Homer or an up-to-date edition of Roget’s Thesaurus, 
an English version of Caesar’s War Commentaries or a set of Jane Austen’s 
novels is each readily and cheaply available. This kind of publishing is not 
new; it has been practised for two hundred years or so; but with the coming 
of compulsory education it has so expanded as to have become as familiar 
as the weather. 

Publishers play, and have always played, a major part in introducing the 
works of foreign authors. This is not to say that the initiative in the publica- 
tion of, say, a translation from the Swedish, or an English edition of an 
American novel, is always taken by the publisher, though it often is. The 
book may be offered without being sought, but in any case it is the publisher 
who decides to publish, and who takes the risk. By the mere fact that he has 
an efficient system for selling his own books abroad, he has a variety of 
“contacts” with the publishing and bookselling trades in many lands, and 


$76 








th 
lis 





knows, or should know, not only which of his books is likely to interest 
them, but also where to look among them for suitable addition to his own 
list. If he is reasonably successful in this field, his foreign correspondents and 
their English agents will be aware of it and will keep him informed, and he 
thus becomes the principal channel through which foreign literature reaches 
us. 

All the activities here noticed are business activities, and it is not suggested 
that publishers are more virtuous or less influenced by motives of self- 
interest than are other business men, or that they are all equally reliable and 
efficient. The large proportion of casualties in the trade is evidence of its 
speculative and exacting character; failures are many. Yet by its nature 
publishing offers more opportunities for occasional public-spirited ventures 
than do most commercial occupations, and publishers as a whole have no 
cause to fear a critical examination of their record. 


Mr. W. G. Taylor is Chairman and Managing Director of J. M. Dent & Sons. Ltd., a past 
President of the Publishers Association, and he was for two years Chairman of the Joint Ad- 
visory Commitee of the book trade. Since 1929 he has been, with Sir Stanley Unwin, one of 
the two British members of the permanent governing body of the International Publishers 
Association. He was a member of the committee of four publishers appointed by the Board 
of Trade to advise on the distribution of the war-time “ pool” of paper reserved for essential 
books. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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IN THE BOOK LIST that follows the books chosen for review have been limited 
to those regarded by the selectors as sufficiently good of their kind to be worthy of 
recommendation. The list is compiled with the assistance of Aslib (incorporating the 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the British Society for 
International Bibliography), the British Council Medical Library, the British Drama 
League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political and Economic 
Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth National Library 
(Canberra, Australia), the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London), 
the Library Association, the National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand), 
the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, the Royal 
Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, the South 
African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition of Dewey’s, revised, 
Decimal Classification for libraries, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at 
end of the each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates 
Australia, C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no 
bookseller is available) should be sent with a remittance to the National B ook League 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countrics in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such enquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in 
brackets. 


THE SIZE given in centimetres after the price of each book refers to the height. 








Worlé copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and enquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 
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BOOK LIST No. 159 NOVEMBER 1953 





GENERAL WORKS 
Children’s Books 


TELLERS OF TALES. Roger Lancelyn Green. New enlarged edition. Edmund 
Ward (Leicester), 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 288 pages. Bibliographical notes. Indexes. 
‘An account of British children’s favourite authors from 1839 to the present day, 
their books and how they came to write them’, first published in 1946 and now 
reissued with an additional chapter on present-day writers (Arthur Ransome, A. A. 
Milne, J. Ré R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, etc.) and additional lists of books. It has also 
the indexes which were so lamentably lacking from the first edition. Some older 
boys and girls will find it interesting; for librarians, teachers and parents it is a 
valuable guide to the selection of books for young readers, and apparently the only 


one of its kind. (028-5) 


Journalism 


WILLING’S PRESS GUIDE, 1953. 7oth issue. Willing’s Press Service, 21s. 
1953. 214cm. 638 pages. 

This standard reference book gives full particulars of newspapers and periodicals 

published in Great Britain, Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, together with 

the important British Commonwealth and foreign publications. There are sections 

devoted to group advertising, publishers and their journals, news reels, process 

engravers, and reporting and news agencies. (070°5) 


PHILOSOPHY 


R. G. COLLINGWOOD. E. W. F. Tomlin. Longmans for The British Council, 
2s. 1953. 214 cm. 42 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

This timely essay on Collingwood’s work, the first for the non-specialist, discusses 

its many aspects and places it in that tradition of idealism of which Bradley is the 

most noteworthy, and currently best read, exponent. With more of a poet’s attitude 
to language than that of a grammarian, Collingwood examined the relationship 
between philosophy and both science and literature, while from his vast experience 
as an archaeologist and historian he thoroughly and provocatively examined the 
bases of historical knowledge. He also made important contributions to the con- 
ventional topics of ethics, metaphysics and philosophical method. Collingwood 
never restricted his writings entirely to his professional colleagues. Similarly, this 
essay, with its useful bibliography, should stimulate a general enquiry into its subject, 
to which it stands, together with the ‘Autobiography’, as a most valuable introduction. 

(192) 

THE RANGE OF REASON. Jacques Maritain. Bles, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 
239 pages. Index. 


M. Maritain subiects to his Thomist philosophy a series of contemporary dilemmas 
which derive from prevailing scepticism about absolute values in both morals and 
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politics. His essays, suitable mainly though not exclusively for the general reader, 
fall into two groups—those concerned with strictly metaphysical problems like 
the existence of God and the scope of human knowledge, and those concerned 
with man as a social being. In this ade category, he examines the meaning of such 
concepts as race and class, together with the importance attributed to them in that 
secularised view of reality, which, inspired by Machiavelli, is so destructive a factor 
in the modern world. (194) 


TRUTH AND REVELATION. Nicolas Berdyaev. Translated from the 
Russian by R. M. French. Bles, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 156 pages. List of works. 


This posthumously published work is the last to have been completed by the author. 
It forms a useful footnote to the great autobiography, Dream and Reality. Berdyaev’s 
mind was original, independent, and fearless: the present book contains some of his 
deepest reflections on lit and faith. The general theme is that man as a natural being 
cannot create: hence the curious situation today in which philosophers calling 
themselves Existentialists end by denigrating existence. There is a perverse pleasure, 
says Berdyaev, in the rejection of truth, and addiction to this pleasure is the vice 
of many contemporary thinkers. Faith is so essential to man that even the athiest 
must avail himself of it, for he too is ‘a believer’. (197) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


RELIGION AND THE MODERN MIND. W. T. Stace. Macmillan, 21s. 
1953. 224 cm. 310 pages. Diagrams. Index. 


Professor Stace’s attempt ‘to show how the ideas which form the substance of the 
modern mind originated and grew up’ resolves itself into a discussion of the impact 
of modern science on traditional religious and idealist theories of the universe, 
together with a critical appraisal of the scope and validity of the knowledge 
contributed by each to contemporary analysis of the meaning of existence. Although 
the main suppositions of modern science had been formulated by the seventeenth 
century, none of its findings, either then or subsequently, logically entail the explicit 
rejection of a divine principle in the world. (201) 


CRITICISM AND FAITH. John Knox. Hodder & Stoughton, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 126 pages. Index. 


In this short but suggestive and provocative treatment of a theme that is of special 
concern to preachers and teachers, Professor Knox, of Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, distinguishes between the structure of the Christian Faith which is 
secure in the experience of the Church and the particular items of history and teaching 
which belong to the province of historical criticism. He considers that biblical 
scholarship far from impairing faith has restored its authority by setting biblical events 
and teaching within the context of their own time and thus enabling us to see their 
meaning for every generation. (220-1) 


ST. ATHANASIUS ON THE INCARNATION. The Treatise De 
Incarnatione Verbi Dei. Translated from the Latin and edited by a Religious of 
the C.S.M.V. Introduction by C. S. Lewis. New edition, revised. Mowbray, 
7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 120 pages. 

The original edition of this translation was first published by the Centenary Press 

in 1944 and has been widely used by students and others. In this revised edition 
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there are unfortunately no more notes than in the first and there is only one important 
change in the text related to the noun ‘epidemia’ and the corresponding verb. The 
letter to Marcellinus, ‘On the Interpretation of the Psalms’, first published separately 
in 1949, is printed as an appendix. Mr. C. S. Lewis writes a striking introduction 
and the translation itself is excellent. (232-1) 


THE ANGLICAN PULPIT TODAY. Representative Sermons by 
Leading Preachers of the Anglican Communion. Edited by Frank D. Gifford. 
Mowbray, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 235 pages. 

Of the forty-two sermons here presented by the Dean of the Divinity School, 

Philadelphia, the Anglican Communion in the United Kingdom is represented by 

seven contributors, including the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Bishops of 

London an Sheffield. Most of the other preachers come from the United States. 

The sermons, which on the whole reach a high level, cover a wide range of themes 

and taken together provide a solid interpretation of the Christian Faith. If they are 

representative of preaching in the Anglican Communion, doctrinal teaching is 
certainly not being neglected. (252°03) 


JEW AND GREEK. A Study in the Primitive Church. Dom Gregory Dix. 
Dacre Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 128 pages. Indexes. 


In this posthumously published work the author traces the conflict between Syriac 
and Greek cultures in their theological implications in the Gospels and the Apostolic 
Church and, with the political situation in the years A.D. 40-60 as background, 
advances the view that the primitive Church of Jerusalem, and not, as commonly 
believed, St. Paul, was the pioneer in the work of evangelising the Gentiles. The 
Gentile Church, it is argued, created new forms of expression and interpretation 
for the Gospel which was to master both Jew and Greek. This competent volume 
deserves careful study. (270°1) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 
THE VOCABULARY OF POLITICS. T. D. Weldon. Penguin Books, 
2s. 1953. 18 cm. 208 pages. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


The purpose of this book, by a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, is to enquire 
into the use and abuse of language in the making of political theories, and in particular 
to examine the logic of the concept of ‘foundations of political obligation’. The author 
recommends that the political vocabulary which has been accepted uncritically by 
philosophers since the time of Plato should be given up; he shows that no ill 
consequences need be expected from discrediting all political ideologies. Other 
works by the same author are States and Morals and a treatise on Kant’s Critique of 
Pure Reason. (320) 


WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? Bertrand Russell. Batchworth Press, 1s.6d. 1953. 
184 cm. 39 pages. Paper bound. (Background Books) 


Bertrand Russell (Earl Russell), one of the most eminent of modern philosophers 
and author of A History of Western Philosophy, Principles of Social Reconstruction, 
An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth and many other works, has already contributed 
one very popular pamphlet, What is Freedom? to this series of Background Books. 
This new essay, in which he touches briefly on the meaning, origins and possible 
future of democracy, is likely to have an equally wide appeal. (321°82) 
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A SOCIALIST ANTHOLOGY, and the Men Who Made It. Compiled, 
with an Historical Introduction, by Norman Longmate. Phoenix House, 21s. 
1953. 224 cm. 256 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a convenient collection of extracts from writings, not necessarily by socialists, 

which have contributed to, or which illustrate, the rise of British socialism. Its scope 

extends from the Bible to Mr. Geoffrey Bing’s comments in the House of Commons 
on the National Health Service; it includes extracts from works, many of them out 
of print, of such diverse writers as Jean Froissart, Robert Blatchford, Sir Thomas 

More, Vera Brittain, William Temple and Hannen Swaffer. In an introduction 

the compiler sketches the history of socialism and the Labour Party from their 

origins to the present day. (321°83) 


THE PATTERN OF COMMUNIST REVOLUTION. A Historical 
Analysis. Hugh Seton-Watson. Methuen, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 393 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Indexes. 

Hugh Seton-Watson, already well known for his works on Eastern Europe, here 

studies Communism in relation to the social and political environment in which 

it operates. His object is to discover what are the conditions which cause it to flourish 
as a revolutionary force. Seven phases in the history of Communist revolutions are 
studied, from the Civil War in Russia, 1918-20, to the foundation of the Cominform 
in 1947 and the death of Stalin in 1953. The geographical range of the book is equally 
extensive. Asia under Communist influence no less than Europe is surveyed. The 
author’s gift for objectivity together with his carefully annotated bibliographical 
notes make this book an excellent introduction to a topical and troublesome subject. 

(321-84) 


NATIVE ADMINISTRATION IN THE BRITISH AFRICAN 
TERRITORIES. Part V. The High Commission Territories: Basutoland, 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland. Lord Hailey for the Common- 
wealth Relations Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 22s. 1953. 25 cm. 461 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


Lord Hailey completed his survey in four volumes of Native Administration in the 
British African Colonial Territories in 1950-51. He has now extended the survey 
to the three High Commission Territories under the Commonwealth Relations 
Office, and devotes many chapters to the historical and administrative background of 
the countries; Basutoland in particular is very fully dealt with. This background is 
of particular importance as it has created the current situation of native administration 
and land holding which are the main objects of the enquiry. Certain political issues, 
as the preface declares, are intentionally avoided, but the survey sets out and classifies 
all those factors which must be considered if the paramount question of the future 
of these territories is to be faced in a judicial spirit free from sentiment. (325342) 


ENGLISH RADICALISM, 1886-1914. S. Maccoby. Allen & Unwin, 
42S. 1953. 224 cm. $40 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Historians will welcome this third volume of Dr. Maccoby’s study of English 

Radicalism, the preceding volumes of which covered the years 1832-52 and 1853-86. 

The period now described begins with the Home Rule controversy of 1886 and 

ends with the outbreak of the First World War. By systematic use of contemporary 

documents the writer has been able to give an authentic record of the main political 
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developments, and of the part taken in them by such men as Gladstone, John Morley 
and Lord Rosebery. The book is complete in itself, and suffers in no way from 
being a continuation. (329°942) 


Economics 


DENMARK. Economic and Commercial Conditions, October, 1952. 
S. Simmonds for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s8.6d. 1953. 244 cm. 82 pages. Map. 
Tables. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The survey covers finance, trade, industry, communications, agriculture and natural 

resources, and social conditions, with appropriate statistics. (330°9489) 


/ 

BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG. Economic and Commercial 
Conditions, March, 1953. With an Annex on Benelux. A. H. Tandy for the Board 
of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 3s.6d. 1953. 244 cm. 96 pages. Map. Tables. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic 
Surveys) 

The first part, dealing with Belgium, reviews the national income and its distribution, 

finance, the national product of goods and services, and external trade and balance 

of payments; a section on Luxembourg considers similar economic questions; 
while the Annex on Benelux, the Belgo-Luxembourg-Netherlands economic union, 
gives an account both of what it is and what remains to be done. (330°9493) 


A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE PHYSICAL, CHEMICAL 
AND BIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SINGAPORE 
STRAITS. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 10s. 1953. 27 cm. 69 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Fishery Publications, Vol. 1. No. 4) 


The development of the fishing industry in the waters around Malaya is of great 
importance for the improvement of the food supply of the area. Not only is fish 
a valuable source of protein, but the production of fish meal and fish fertiliser is a 
factor in increasing the output of poultry, pigs and vegetables. This report is the 
second of a serics undertaken by Mr. Tham Ah Kow, the Research Officer of 
the Fisheries Department, Federation of Malaya and Singapore. As the result 
of two years’ research in Singapore Straits, a great deal of information as to the 
distribution of fish foods, the chemical composition of the water, meteorological 
and tidal data, etc., is now available, and further work along the lines commenced 
should be of material service in making the Malayan fishing industry more stable 
and productive. (338-37) 


REPORT ON THE MAURITIUS-SEYCHELLES FISHERIES 
SURVEY, 1948-1949. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 40s. 1953. 
27 cm. 147 pages. § colour plates. Illustrations in text. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. (Fishery Publications, Vol. 1. No. 3) 

In 1945 Dr. J. F. G. Wheeler, then Marine Biologist at Mauritius, drew up a statement 

of future possibilities in developing the fishing industry of Mauritius. As a result of 

this, it was decided to investigate the economic potentialities of the fish in the area 
of a chain of shallow banks between Mauritius and the Seychelles. Dr. Wheeler was 
appointed Director, and had as his collaborator Dr. F. D. Ommanney, who has 
written a popular account of his experiences in The Shoals of Capricorn (1952). This 
report, illustrated by five fine colour plates of fish and by numerous maps, diagrams, 
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and tables, describes the fishes found at varying depths and the meteorology of the 
area. In conclusion it is suggested that the exploitation of some of these banks will 
effectively meet the needs of Mauritius, while to the north there is scope for 
development of a salt fish industry, looking to the markets of East Africa as its main 
outlet. (338-37) 


Law 


A BOOK OF TRIALS. Sir Travers Humphreys. Heinemann, 15s. 1953. 
224 cm. 268 pages. 12 photographs. Index. 
On his retirement as a Judge of the High Court in 1951 at the age of eighty-four, 
Sir Travers Humphreys had an outstanding reputation as an administrator of criminal 
law. In this volume he discusses a number of interesting cases in which he was engaged 
as counsel, including the trials of Oscar Wilde, Crippen and the Seddons, and spy 
and treason cases, and a number of cases which he has tried as judge, the last being 
that of John George Haigh. An introduction deals with changes in social life, with 
particular reference to crime. (343°1) 


RANKING, SPICER AND PEGLER’S MERCANTILE LAW 
incorporating Partnership Law and the Law of Arbitration and Awards. goth 
edition, by W. W. Bigg and C. N. Beattie. H.F.L. Publishers, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
479 pages. Tables. Glossary. Index. 


Although no major legislative changes have taken place since the 8th edition in 
1948, this standard textbook has been revised and improved in a number of ways. 
It covers all branches of English mercantile law, including contracts, agency, sale of 
goods, negotiable instruments, surety and guarantees, insurance, bailments, carriage, 
securities, partnership, and arbitrations and awards. There is a glossary of mercantile 
law and legal maxims. (347°7) 


LAW AND SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE U.S.S.R. John N. Hazard. 
Stevens & Sons, 25s. 1953. 22 cm. 334 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Library 
of World Affairs) 

This work, published under the auspices of the London Institute of World Affairs, 

consists of a number cf lectures given by the author, Professor of Public Law in 

Columbia University, while a visiting professor in British universities. The author 

describes his work as the reflections on law and social change of an American lawyer. 

He shows how Soviet leaders have visualised in theory and put into practice the 

institutions of law to mould the new society while preserving power for the Soviet 

leadership. Professor Hazard covers property, public law, criminal law, labour, 
the place of the individual, and family law. He refers to over 100 court decisions, 

a great many statutes and orders, and has appended a useful list of selected reading. 

This is the most important contribution to the subject in English for a considerable 

time. (349°47) 


Public Administration 


INTRODUCTION TO FRENCH LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 
Brian Chapman. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1953. 22} cm. 240 pages. 3 charts. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


All those who are interested in the working of local government, and not only 
students of French administrative methods, should find this a useful introduction. 
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Dr. Chapman, who is Lecturer in Government in the University of Manchester, 
gives a clear description of the present-day working of the French local administrations, 
and of the extent of their supervision and guidance, political and financial, by the 
State. He devotes a chapter to the organisation of Paris, and concludes with a survey 
of the efficiency of the French system as compared with that of other countries. 
The work was sponsored by the Institute of Public Administration. (3527044) 


Social Welfare 
THE JUVENILE OFFENDER. G. L. Reakes. Christopher Johnson, 10s.6d. 


1953. 19 cm. 192 pages 
The author, who has had a long experience as a magistrate and member and chairman 
of a juvenile court, has made a special study of juvenile delinquency. After dealing 
with some causes of delinquency, he describes the organisation of the juvenile court 
and some typical cases. Subsequent chapters deal with forms of treatment, such as 
probation, remand homes, Borstal training, approved schools, etc. He urges for 
wider powers to be given to juvenile court justices to deal with unsatisfactory parents. 
(364°3) 
Education 
AFRICANS AND THEIR SCHOOLS. Margaret Read. Longmans, 1s.6d. 
19$3. 214 cm. 23 pages. Paper bound. (Royal Empire Society British Commonwealth 
Affairs Series, No. 8) 
A very timely and informative pamphlet, by the head of the Department of Colonial 
Education in the University of London. Dr. Read tells the general reader what is 
taking place in African education today, what problems are to be faced and how 
they are being met, and makes clear the different perspective of the last twenty 
years or so. The foundations of the educational system were laid in the past when 
both the Europeans and the Africans despised native culture and wished to forget 
it. Today, largely thanks to the studies of Europeans, the African heritage is more 


fully understood and appreciated; the future of the schools is with the Africans 
themselves. (370°96) 


A BACKGROUND TO PRIMARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS. 
L. D. Adams. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 204 pages. $4 figures. 


Based on the personal experience of a teacher and inspector of schools, this book 
offers many useful ideas and suggestions to teachers and intending teachers which 
will help them to a fuller understanding of their aims and methods in teaching 
numbers to children up to eleven years of age. Actual examples of children’s work 
are included in the many figures and diagrams. No set pattern of development 
is followed, but matter relevant to a wide range of interests, age and ability is included 
in most chapters. A final chapter is dev roted to a discussion of standards, both in 
quality and range of achievement. (372°7) 
THE PARENTS’ GUIDE TO SECONDARY EDUCATION. 
H. A. Wrenn. Cambridge University Press, 3s.6d. 1953. 184 cm. 93 pages. Paper 
bound. 
The Headmaster of Wellingborough Grammar School answers briefly in this short 
book many of the questions which are apt to perplex parents regarding the types of 
education available to their sons and daughters as a result of the Education Act 
of 1944. He explains the nature and purpose of the annual entrance examination and 
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describes the sort of education provided in grammar schools and public schools. 
Secondary technical education is described by the Principal of Luton and South 
Bedfordshire College of Further Education, and the Headmaster of Townfield 
School, Hayes, Middlesex, deals with the secondary modern school. There are also 
chapters on the School Health Service, careers, and other miscellaneous subjects. 


(373) 


QUAKERS AND EDUCATION as Seen in Their Schools in England. 
W. A. Campbell Stewart. Epworth Press, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. 319 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A comprehensive survey, by the Professor of Education, University College of North 

Staffordshire, of the educational work and beliefs of the Society of Friends since the 

seventeenth century. The author traces early developments and the history of 

the founding of early Quaker schools, and goes on to record in more detail such 
aspects of the educational provision in Quaker schools as costs, staffing, curriculum, 
school government, punishment, and co-education, in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. A chapter follows on the ‘Meeting’ schools since 1918, in which 
significant issues in modern Quaker schools are indicated, and a concluding chapter 
poses the questions now to be faced regarding the place of these schools in the 
educational system of today. (3777896) 


Philately 


STANLEY GIBBONS PRICED POSTAGE STAMP CATA- 
LOGUE 1954. Part I. British Empire (Complete). 56th edition. Stanley Gibbons, 
16s. 1953. 21 cm. 703 pages. Illustrations. Index. 


STANLEY GIBBONS PRICED POSTAGE STAMP CATA- 
LOGUE 1954. Part Ill. (Foreign Countries) America, Asia and Africa, excluding 
colonies of European States. 49th edition. Stanley Gibbons, 18s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 
784 pages. Illustrations. Index. 


A new issue of a Stanley Gibbons catalogue must always be a landmark in philately. 
These are no exception to this truism. In both parts there is considerable expansion 
and amplification by experts, making their study a ready means of acquiring a 
retinas up-to-date knowledge of the stamps of the countries concerned. Prices, 
as reflecting demand, show a general upward trend in the ‘classics’ and the rarer 
of more recent issues. Where there is a downward trend—and a healthy one—it is 
generally related to those recent issues which have patently been a medium for 
speculation. No collector can afford to be without his ‘Stanley Gibbons’. (383-22 


A NEW APPROACH TO STAMP COLLECTING. Michael Harrison 
and Douglas Armstrong. Batsford, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 196 pages. 24 plates 
(4 in colour). Index. 


The approach is certainly new and stimulating in thought, particularly in the parts 
devoted to stamps as a means of propaganda, of reflecting the political growth both 
of nations and of ideologies, not to mention cases where stamps have even influenced 
events. These ideas are developed in an entertaining and convincing manner. In 
addition, considerable space is devoted to thematic or subject collection, and 
throughout the book there is a wealth of anecdote about exciting stamp findings 
and curiosities. The copious illustrations add to the value of this interesting work. 

(383-22) 
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BACKGROUND TO PHILATELY. An Anthology of Papers Read at 
the Philatelic Congresses of Great Britain. Selected for the Permanent Congress 
Executive Committee by Leslie R. Ray and B. Rogers-Tillstone. Blandford Press, 
12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 224 pages. 

This anthology contains about one-fifth of the papers read during the last thirty 

years at the Philatelic Congresses of Great Britain. The subject matter covers a wide 

field—specialisation, catalogue values, conservation of postage stamps, lives of the 
forgers, the place of the auctioneer, philatelic and postal history, and much else 
besides. The compilers define their basic intention as being to stimulate thought 
but to entertain rather than to instruct. They have certainly stimulated thought and 
indeed entertained—at the same time instruction has not fallen far behind. Thoroughly 
recommended to anyone interested in philately. (383-22) 


Transportation 


SWITZERLAND’S AMAZING RAILWAYS. Cecil J. Allen. Nelson, 25s. 

1953. 23 cm. 191 pages. 183 illustrations. 7 maps. Endpaper map. Tables. Index. 
The author, an engineer by profession, is the doyen of British railway writers. He 
has travelled much in Switzerland during the last forty years, and the resultant 
book is a conspectus of the history and working of some of the most remarkably 
constructed lines in Europe. Although written for the general reader, there is enough 
technical information included to satisfy most specialists, and Mr. Allen has allowed 
himself room to cover his subjects in some detail. Endpaper maps and excellent 
illustrations support a text which is infused with admiration for many triumphs 
over difficulties both of terrain and climate. (385*109494) 


LINGUISTICS 


PERSIAN GRAMMAR. Ann K. S. Lambton. Cambridge University Press, 
358. 1953. 224 cm. 300 pages. Indexes. 


All students of Persian who have been long and painfully aware of the lack of a 
reliable and systematic grammar of that language in English will be grateful to 
Dr. Lambton for having filled this lacuna. Her book, the fruits of a perfect knowledge 
of Persian and much experience in teaching it, is ideally suited to the needs of beginners 
and advanced workers alike. The grammatical rules and idiomatic usages are illustrated 
by excellent graduated exercises. A second volume is promised containing an English- 
Persian and a Persian-English vocabulary. The printing and production, as might be 
expected, are superb. (491°55) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Astronomy 


STARS IN THE MAKING. Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
2§8. 1953. 24 cm. 172 pages. 67 plates. 11 figures in text. 2 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The Phillips Astronomer, Harvard University, U.S.A., has provided an excellent 

popular account of modern researches and observational knowledge bearing on the 

problems of the evolution of the stars, star clusters and galaxies. The author carefully 
distinguishes between generally accepted views and her own hypotheses. In the first 
part the relevant data concerning stars, atoms and interstellar dust are lucidly set 
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out; in the second part the data concern pairs of stars, clusters and galaxies. The third 
part covers the ages of stars, etc., and hypotheses concerning the evolution of the 
physical universe. (523°8) 


Physics 

A HISTORY OF THE THEORIES OF AETHER AND 
ELECTRICITY: The Modern Theories 1900-1926. Sir Edmund Whittaker. 
Nelson, 32s.6d. 1953. 254 cm. 332 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


This work is a sequel to the author’s previous volume on the classical theories of 
aether and electricity (1951). It tells, with remarkable clarity, the absorbing story 
of the revolution in physics which took place in the first quarter of this century. 
After describing the discovery of radioactivity, the beginnings of X-ray crystallo- 
graphy and the theory of relativity, the development of the older quantum theory 
is traced. The significance of gravitation in the light of the new physics is also assessed. 
A chapter is devoted to the development of magnetism and electromagnetism since 
1900 and the book concludes with accounts of the discovery of matrix-mechanics 
and wave-mechanics. ($37) 


Chemistry 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
ON ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY, Oxford, England, 4th to oth 
September, 1952. Heffer (Cambridge) for the International Congress on Analytical 
Chemistry and the Society of Public Analysts and other Analytical Chemists, 42s. 1953. 
254 cm. $05 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


This, the first international congress in this subject, was held in 1952, and its pro- 
ceedings were published in The Analyst, and are here reprinted. Papers on the micro- 
chemical, biological, electrical, optical and radiochemical methods of analysis are 
included. Others cover organic complexes, presentation of data and absorption and 
partition methods; there are author and subject indexes. The book is a most useful 
survey of current techniques. (543) 


CHROMATOGRAPHIC METHODS OF INORGANIC ANALYSIS, 
with Special Reference to Paper Chromatography. F. H. Pollard and J. F. W. 
McOmie. Butterworth, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. 200 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The authors, Senior Lecturer in Inorganic Chemistry and Lecturer in Organic 
Chemistry in the University of Bristol, have in this work provided a useful intro- 
duction to the use of filter paper and cellulose as a means of separating inorganic 
compounds. They include a short account of the basic principles of chromatography, 
and detailed schemes of qualitative analysis are explained in detail. Details are also 
given of a number of quantitative estimations. This subject is becoming of increasing 
interest to both academic and industrial workers and this publication, written in 
textbook style with much emphasis on the practical aspects, is timely. While one 
could perhaps suggest alternative methods of arrangement, the book is clear and 
concise and credit should be given to the authors for providing much information 
in tabular form. Numerous references are provided to the original literature, and the 
illustrations, which are excellent, are a useful adjunct to the text. (546) 
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PROGRESS IN ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. Vol. Il. Edited by J. W. 
Cook. Butterworth, 42s. 1953. 254 cm. 220 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Progress Series) 

Volume I in this series was published in 1952 and the early appearance of the second 

volume is welcome. The six articles are all by recognised experts and are concise and 

reasonably comprehensive without, on the whole, loss of readability. The book 
opens with a stimulating and modern dissertation on the application of quantum 
mechanics to the problems of organic chemistry, by Professor M. J. S. Dewar; 

there are articles on the chemistry of organic fluorine compounds (Professor M. 

Stacey) and on pyridine and its derivatives (Professor J. P. Wibaut), and contributions 

by Dr. D. H. R. Barton, Professor F. S. Spring and Professor H. H. Inhoffen on 

the chemistry of natural products. Each article is followed by an adequate and 

up-to-date list of references. (547) 


Geology 


GEOLOGY AND SCENERY IN BRITAIN. T. G. Miller. Batsford, 
18s. 1953. 22} cm. 224 pages. 85 photographs, maps and diagrams. Tables. Index. 


Mr. Miller, in this skilful exposition of the fabric and structure of the country, 
boldly declines to re-state geology in ‘words of one syllable’. The considerable 
demand which he would otherwise make on his readers’ powers of concentration 
is reduced by the lucidity and urbanity of his prose. After an able exposition of the 
principles and methods of geological enquiry, he provides chapters on each of the main 
geological regions of England and Wales. These are reduced to the bare essentials, 
and the finer details of the land forms, properly the domain of the physical geographer, 
are largely omitted. The author does, however, indicate the relations between the 
geology and the history and activities of the various regions. From the basis he 
provides, the interested reader can proceed to interpret with greater understanding 
many other aspects of the countryside, natural and human. (554°2) 


Anthropology 

THE NORTHERN NILO-HAMITES. G. W. B. Huntingford. Inter- 
national African Institute, 13s. 1953. 24 cm. 108 pages. 5 maps and diagrams. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, East Central Africa, 
Part VI) 

THE CENTRAL NILO-HAMITES. Pamela and P. H. Gulliver. International 
African Institute, 12s. 1953. 24 cm. 106 pages. 4 diagrams. Maps. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, East Central Africa, Part Vil) 

THE SOUTHERN SOTHO. V. G. J. Sheddick. International African Institute, 
8s.6d. 1953. 24 cm. 87 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Ethno- 
graphic Survey of Africa, Southern Africa, Part Il) 

PEOPLES OF THE PLATEAU AREA OF NORTHERN 
NIGERIA. Harold D. Gunn. International African Institute, 9s.6d. 1953. 24 cm. 
111 pages. Map. Index. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, Western 
Africa, Part VIl) 

The four handbooks noted above form part of the extensive Ethnographic Survey 

of Africa edited by Professor Daryll Forde for the International African Institute. 

Each, though slight in form, represents the fruit of extensive field work by an expert, 

and condenses the most complete and authoritative information on the tribes surveyed. 

(572*8935) ($72*8935) ($72°9686) ($72°9669) 
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THE MAKAH INDIANS. A Study of an Indian Tribe in Modern American 
Society. Elizabeth Colson. Manchester University Press (Manchester), 28s. 1953. 
224 cm. 324 pages. 2 maps. 4 tables. 4 genealogies. Bibliography. Index. 


The Makah are a small group of American citizens living at the extreme north-west 
tip of the United States. Nearly all have some European ancestry; their general 
culture does not differ greatly from that of neighbouring “Whites’. Indeed, the 
Makah Tribe continues to exist not because of race or culture but because the Tribe, 
as such, owns property which is worth sharing. Dr. Colson’s study is a penetrating 
analysis of how these people live, why they live this way, what is likely to become 
of them. Few of us have heard of the Makah, but cultural assimilation has importance 
wherever a cultural minority is politically subject to technically more sophisticated 
people. Much that Dr. Colson says of the Makah has relevance in New Zealand, 
Borneo, Burma, India, Africa and elsewhere. An excellent book of much wider 
interest than its specialist topic might suggest. (s72°97979) 


Zoology 

WHIPSNADE. Philip Street. Introduction by L. Harrison Matthews. University 
of London Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 128 pages. 51 photographs. Drawings in 
text. Index. 


Mr. Street relates shortly and simply the resounding success of the London Zoological 
Society’s Whipsnade Park experiment. Started almost as a convalescent home for 
the Regent’s Park Zoo, it rapidly gained applause from visitors for the ingenuity 
with which animals were displayed against natural backgrounds and it succeeded in 
establishing many social animals in conditions in which they had the space to behave 
normally. Mr. Street concentrates on this aspect and describes group organisation 
among many ungulates from deer to rhinoceroses. Clearly these Whipsnade herds 
will help to elucidate many social behaviour problems. There are also short sections 
on carnivores, birds and on how a zoo is run. (s90°74) 


ANIMAL BIOCHROMES AND STRUCTURAL COLOURS. 
Physical, Chemical, Distributional and Physiological Features of Coloured Bodies 
in the Animal World. Denis L. Fox. Cambridge University Press, 60s. 1953. 254 cm. 
354 pages. 3 colour plates. 37 text figures. 11 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


Dr. Fox is Professor of Marine Biochemistry in the University of California and he 
has performed the valuable task of drawing together work in widely separated 
fields and by a diversity of scientists. His emphasis is upon the biochemistry of 
pigments and two-thirds of the book consists of an authoritative and well-written 
survey of the different groups of pigments and their distribution in the animal 
kingdom, with perhaps a slight bias towards marine invertebrates. In the first part 
he discusses the physical principles of colour production in animals and compares 
the different or complementary uses of pigmentary and interference colours in 
various groups. (so1-19) 


SOLD FOR A FARTHING. Clare Kipps. Muller, 5s. 1953. 19 cm. 72 pages. 
13 photographs by Kenneth Gamm. 


This unusual book describes in detail the life of a house sparrow which was tended 
by Mrs. Kipps from extreme infancy until it died at the remarkably advanced age 
(for a sparrow) of over twelve years. It is a simple and attractive narrative and, 
although it contains many interpretations which a biologist would dispute, it is 
notably free from sentimentality. The sparrow was, of course, ‘attached’ to Mrs. 
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Kipps and so provided her with unlimited scope for observing the nuances of his 
behaviour. But, this apart, she gives some new broad facts about the sparrow, 
including records of what appears to be true song and observations on how her 
bird adapted himself to infirmities. Julian Huxley contributes a foreword. —(598*2) 


BANDOOLA. J. H. Williams. Hart-Davis, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 251 pages. 
8 coloured illustrations and headpieces by Henry C. Pitz. 
In telling the story of the birth in captivity of the remarkable elephant, Bandoola, 
his training by unorthodox methods, his subsequent career as a tusker of immense 
strength in the teak forests and his part in the wartime evacuation and re-entry 
of the British into Burma, the author of Elephant Bill reveals once again his unique 
knowledge of the Burmese jungle, its human and animal inhabitants and, above all, of 
elephants and their ways, whether wild or in captivity. Other participants in the tale 
include Bandoola’s trainer, Po Toke, the author, his wife, his European colleagues 
and his dogs. (s99°61) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences Public Health 
THE FABER MEDICAL DICTIONARY. Edited by Sir Cecil Wakeley. 
Faber, 45s. 1953. 28 cm. 480 pages. Drawings. 

There has long been a need for a concise yet comprehensive English medical dictionary 
of a high standard of technical competence and using English spelling. The President of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England now provides one in a pleasant volume 
whose binding and paper will stand hard wear. The new dictionary gives the deriva- 
tion of words and eponyms, indicates pronunciation, explains abbreviations and 
generously intersperses chemical symbols. Recent terms are included and the 
definitions are pithy, lucid and brief. Its scope will commend it not only to medical 
men, editors and librarians, but to the wide range of auxiliary workers and laymen 
concerned with health administration, whether in the National Health Service or 


in the public health field. (610°3) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO FUNCTIONAL HISTOLOGY. Geoffrey 
H. Bourne. Churchill, 21s. 1953. 254 cm. 206 pages. 98 figures. Index. 
Dr. Bourne, Reader in Histology, London Hospital Medical School, who has made 
important contributions to the literature of cytology, provides a supplement to 
existing textbooks of histology which will greatly add to the interest of medical and 
science students in that subject. To research workers and technicians, it will serve as a 
vade-mecum for this aspect of histology. In a thorough work, beautifully illustrated 
with drawings and electron microscope photographs, Dr. Bourne relates cell 
morphology, chemistry and physiology to the functions of tissues and describes 
with special care the changes in cells to meet altering physiological requirements. 
(611-018) 
TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. George 
H. Bell, J. Norman Davidson and Harold Scarborough. 2nd edition. Livingstone, 
$0s. 1953. 244 cm. 1,014 pages. Illustrations, some in colour. Diagrams. Tables. 
References. Index. 
The two subjects, physiology and biochemistry, are integrated and their implications 
in clinical medicine are explained in this reliable, well documented textbook primarily 
for medical students, but also suitable for those studying dentistry, veterinary medicine 
and pharmacy. In a meticulous revision of this usefully illustrated work (first published 
in 1950) a number of drawings and plates are added or substituted for earlier ones, 
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there is some rearrangement of the text and the advances of the last three years are 
incorporated, including those on proteins, vitamins, energy exchange, small intestine, 
carbohydrate metabolism, formed elements of the blood, heart, vasomotor control, 
respiration, neurone and synapse, diencephalon and telencephalon. (612) 


PREVENTIVE MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH. An Intro- 
duction for Students and Practitioners. Fred Grundy. 2nd edition. Leagrave Press 
(Luton), 18s. 1953. 214 cm. 303 pages. Illustrations. 39 figures. Tables. References. 


A concise and readable introduction, now revised, which includes a brief history and 
covers the principles of personal and community health, and those fundamental 
aspects of the work common to every public health service, such as vital statistics, 
infectious disease control, and maternity and child welfare. Dr. Grundy, Professor 
of Preventive Medicine in the University of Wales and barrister-at-law, describes 
types of authorities responsible for local health services and how these are staffed, 
gives useful summaries of the legislation which has shaped them and provides evidence 
of their effects upon the public health. (614) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF EXERCISE THERAPY. M. Dena Gardiner. 
Bell, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 272 pages. 193 figures. Bibliography. Index. 


In this admirable textbook for students of physiotherapy, the Deputy Principal of 
the London Hospital School of Physiotherapy elucidates the basic principles which 
govern therapeutic exercise. She also collects together, according to their purpose, 
techniques now in general use, and describes them, illustrating her descriptions with 
‘match’ drawings and diagrams. After general chapters on theory, Miss Gardiner 
discusses joint mobility, the technique of mobilising joints, and crawling exercises; 
after joints, muscle power, the technique of strengthening muscles, and Swedish 
remedial exercises, and similarly neuromuscular co-ordination. Finally she advises 
the physiotherapist on planning and conducting her treatments, and instructing the 
patient. (615°82) 


MODERN TRENDS IN DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY. 2nd series. 
Edited by J. W. McLaren. Butterworth, 70s. 1953. 254 cm. 425 pages. 359 figures. 
References. Index. 

Apart from revised chapters on cerebral angiography and the medico-legal aspects 

of radiology, the second series covers aspects of the subject not included in the first 

series which it is designed to supplement. The varied topics, all rapidly developing, 
such as design in apparatus, techniques, including angiocardiography, cerebral 
angiography, aortography and myelography, as well as the interpretation of radio- 
logical findings in normal and pathological conditions, ensure the value of the work 
to the radiologist and post-graduate student. Of twenty-four contributions, all by 
international authorities, ten derive from Swedish workers whose outstanding 
work thus receives due recognition. The volume is beautifully produced and 
excellently documented. (616-07) 


THE RADIOLOGY OF BONES AND JOINTS. An Introduction 
to the Study of Tumours and Other Diseases of Bone. James F. Brailsford. 
sth edition. Churchill, 90s. 1953. 254 cm. 891 pages. 600 figures. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Both of world repute, author and reference book need no introduction to radiologists. 
This edition includes the results of Dr. Brailsford’s follow-up investigations of his 
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own cases and his findings on cases reported in 157 recent publications. Although 
advances in this subject, whose literature is so vast, are fully represented and 200 new 
illustrations are added, yet substantially the work remains the same, giving a concise 
but very adequate account of bone changes in health and disease and indicating the 
significance of radiographical findings. Part 1, devoted to regional radiography, is 
followed in Part 2 by a general discussion of the abnormalities and pathology of 
bones and joints. There is an excellent bibliography. (616-7) 


A HANDBOOK ON CANCER FOR NURSES AND HEALTH 
VISITORS. Ronald W. Raven. Butterworth, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 112 pages. 
21 illustrations. Index. 


Surgegn to the Royal Cancer Hospital, London, Mr. Raven provides an authoritative 
guide to diagnosis, treatment and care, in which he tries to facilitate recognition 
of the disease and so to promote early treatment, and also to stress throughout the 
importance, beyond all other considerations, of the welfare and comfort of the patient. 
Mr. Raven adds a list of organisations from whom help in nursing care may be 
obtained. (616-99) 


SURGERY OF ee AS APPLIED TO HAND INJURIES. 
B. K. Rank and A. R. Wakefield. Livingstone, 40s. 1953. 254 cm. 270 pages. 
Coloured frontispicce. 188 illustrations. Index. 


The authors base their stimulating and authoritative monograph, to which Sir 
Gordon Gordon-Taylor contributes a foreword, upon their experience of injured 
hands, during the last war in the Australian Army Plastic Surgery Unit and later as 
plastic surgeons to hospi itals in Melbourne. Thus they have had an opportunity to 
treat open injuries of the hand from many causes, and here, ina well-produced volume, 
their contribution to this branch of surgery is recorded for the specialist. Emphasis 
is placed on primary treatment which is dealt with in chapters on general aspects, 
wound closure, tidy and untidy wounds and their sub-types. Then intermediate and 
secondary treatment are considered, the latter for the most part concerned with 
repair operations on hands already healed. In conclusion follow chapters on burns, 
hand injuries in children, to which the authors give special attention, and prosthesis. 
(617) 
EAR, NOSE AND THROAT DISEASES FOR MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. William McKenzie. Livingstone, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 268 pages. 
95 illustrations. Index 


The author’s object is to provide a manual which may stimulate the interest of the 
student in this unpopular specialty; he has been ably abetted by the publishers and 
the result is a clear, concise and attractive book. Special attention is given to methods 
of examination, to the commoner conditions, their differential diagnosis and treatment, 
and to techniques of which as Surgeon, Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital, 
Mr. Mc Kenzie has himself had experience. Each chapter opens with a summary of 
its contents, and the work concludes with selected examination questions set for 
M.B., B.S., London and the Conjoint Board. (617°8) 


THE ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF OBSTETRICS. A 
Short Textbook for Students and Midwives. C. W. F. Burnett. Faber, 15s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 168 pages. 81 illustrations by Susan Robinson. Index. 

Dr. Burnett, who is an examiner for the Central Midwives’ Board, achieves a very 

able and interesting textbook on a difficult subject. Clearly written, its paragraphs 
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so arranged as to facilitate learning, and generously illustrated by Miss Robinson's 
drawings, it will be greatly appreciated by the student midwife studying for the 
State Certificate and Teacher’s Diploma, the practising midwife, physiotherapist, 
radiographer and the medical student. (618) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
BOILER HOUSE PRACTICE. J. N. Williams. Allen & Unwin, 60s. 1953. 
234 cm. 600 pages. 238 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

Interpreting the scope fairly widely, this book covers combustion, boilers, auxiliaries, 
fuel, water, operation and automatic control. It is a considerably expanded revision 
of Steam Generation, published in 1946, and is thus able to cover the ground more 
adequately. There is, indeed, much useful information that would appeal to the 
practising engineer, but while the book is suitable as a textbook the index is insufficient 
to enable it to be used as a reference book, as much of the data in the text is not 
indexed. There is no bibliography and textual references are often incomplete. 
The book is based on many years of experience, and it is disappointing that its 
valuable information is not more readily accessible. (621-18) 


—— Electrical 

MEASUREMENTS OF ATMOSPHERIC NOISE AT HIGH 
FREQUENCIES during the years 1945-1951. F. Horner for the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.9d. 1953. 244 cm. 
44 pages. Diagrams. Map. References. Paper bound. (Radio Research Special Report 
No. 26) 

The results of an investigation concerning a series of measurements of noise levels 

at several widely distributed places by a standardised method. The Report covers 

the history of the noise-me asuring stations; the accuracy of measurement; the effect 

of receiver noise on the measurements; interpretation of the results; method of 

analysis of the data; variations in noise levels from year to year; and the comparison 

between measured and predicted noise levels. (621-3841) 


INTRODUCTION TO VALVES. R. W. Hallows and H. K. Milward. 
Iliffe for Wireless World, 8s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 152 pages. Frontispiece. 107 illus- 
trations. Index. 

An excellent textbook and introduction to more advanced reading. It assumes a 

knowledge of elementary mathematics and electricity, but on that assumption 

builds up a description of the construction and functions of the various types of 
thermionic valve. The book is written in a clear style which is easy to read and to 
understand and it should make an appeal to all young engineers desiring an 

introduction to this subject. (621-3843) 


Military 
RIFLE AND GUN, for Practice, Competition and Sport. L. B. Escritt. 
Macdonald & Evans, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. 321 pages. 9¢ illustrations and diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This is a concise book on rifles, shotguns and pistols for both sport and target- 
shooting. The text, which is admirably illustrated, covers the subject of small arms 
from a definition of terms to a chapter of advice to fiction writers, and includes 
ballistics, propellants, and the parts, construction and manufacture of rifles and guns, 
as well as their maintenance. There are also chapters on English proof marks, the 
construction of ranges including clay bird shooting, the legal aspects of small arms, 
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marksmanship, the British National Rifle Associations, and the scientific methods 
used in the detection of crime involving firearms. (623-44) 


Naval 


SAILING TRAWLERS. The Story of Deep-Sea Fishing with Long Line 
and Trawl. Edgar J. March. Percival Marshall, 63s. 1953. 25 cm. 400 pages. 
Frontispiece. 180 photographs. 50 sketches by the author. 18 plans. Glossary. 
Index. 

This is a companion volume to the author’s monumental works on Sailing Drifters 

and Spritsail Barges of Thames and Medway. Sailing trawlers have now wholly 

disappeared from Hull, Grimsby, Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Barking, Ramsgate, 

Brixham and Plymouth, harbours they once crowded. Before their living memory 

vanishes, Mr. March has collected authentic reminiscences from men who sailed in 

them. This valuable core of information has been supplemented by photographs, 

drawings, plans and statistics concerning these stout little vessels. The result is a 

conspectus of what was once an important industry, regarded not so much in its 

aspect as a fishery but as a school of ship-construction and seamanship. It is certain 

to become a standard work—and it is a vivid one. (623-822) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF COASTAL NAVIGATION AND 
PILOTAGE. Lt.-Commander John Irving. Seeley Service, 6s. 1953. 224 cm. 
64 pages. 30 diagrams. Index. 

The Lonsdale Library volume on Cruising and Ocean Racing, which was part edited 

by Commander Irving, appeared long before the war and became perhaps the best 

known vade-mecum on the subject. The chapters on coastal navigation and pilotage 
have been extracted and reprinted in this volume, which makes a handy useful 
introduction for the y ve a a or non-professional navigator who does not wish 

to delve into the higher mysteries of celestial work. (623-89) 


—— Structural 


CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK SHOP PRACTICE. A Text- 
book for Apprentices and Students. John Farrell. Iliffe for the British Constructional 
Steelwork Association, 15s. 1953. 214 cm. 214 pages. 20 photographs. 200 drawings. 
Index. 

This book was sponsored by the British Constructional Steelwork Association and 

fills a gap of long standing. The text is clear, and there are numerous drawings. 

After a description of the materials used in constructional steelwork and a discussion 

of the reading of drawings, it is divided into two broad divisions—the template 

shop and the fabricating shop. The work of template making, setting out and 
preparation of the material is well described, and the reader is taken to the stage of 
assembly in the shop and trial erection. Erection at the site does not fall within the 
scope of the work. The book, of interest to apprentices, should also be of value to 
the draughtsman, as it describes good British shop practice. (62418) 


Sanitary 
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING. Peter G. G. Isaac. Spon, 36s. 1953. 
23 cm. 295 pages. 101 figures. 32 tables. References. Indexes. (Spon’s Civil 
Engineering Series) 


Post-graduate courses in public health engineering and a reference work on the 
subject for students of civil and public health engineering, and town planning, were 
needs long felt until recently. King’s College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, started courses 
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in 1950, and the Lecturer in Civil Engineering there has now provided a book likely 
to become the standard work for British engineers. It contains much valuable material 
for medical officers of health, health visitors, factory inspectors and local government 
officers, especially as it compares British with American practice. The study is limited 
to the main branches, water supply, sewage disposal, atmospheric pollution and 
district heating, which subjects are fully and most efficiently discussed. The docu- 
mentation is excellent. (628) 


Motor Vehicles 
THE AUTOCAR HANDBOOK. The Complete Guide to the Modern 
Car. The Staff of The Autocar. 21st edition. Iliffe for The Autocar, 7s.6d. 1953. 
224 cm. 240 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
This ever-popular handbook, primarily intended for the non-technical motorist 
who likes to understand his car, has been rewritten and enlarged, and re-illustrated 
with diagrams typical of the latest designs of engines, independent front suspensions, 
steering, etc. Several of the latest American hydraulic torque converter drives are 
described, as well as geared and epicyclic transmissions, hypoid back axles, etc. 
Unitary construction of the body and chassis, coachwork, and general body details 
are all covered. Descriptions are given of all accessories, and the section on electrical 
equipment has been brought into line with modern practice. (629-22) 


MOTOR CYCLES AND HOW TO MANAGE THEM. The Staff 
of The Motor Cycle. 32nd edition. Iliffe for The Motor Cycle, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 
319 pages. 151 illustrations. Index. 

This latest edition of a book first published over half a century ago has been brought 

up to date to cover the various developments in motor cycles during the last five 

years. Written in non-technical language to suit the motor cycle owner (it is not a 

technical treatise), it describes the working of engines and transmissions, carburation, 

electrical systems, frames and forks, and gives hints on general tuning, servicing 
and maintenance. Chapters on choice of machine, clothing, riding and the law relating 
to motor cycling are included. (629°227) 


Agriculture 
FARM MANAGEMENT. James Wyllic. Farmer and Stockbreeder: Spon, 25s. 
1953. 224 cm. 259 pages. 22 tables. Index. (Agricultural Series) 

Written principally for working farmers and managers, agricultural students and 
advisory officers, Professor Wyllie’s book is probably the best of its kind so far 
published. As one of our elder agricultural economists he is best known for his work 
on farm cost accounts. With this experience and his deep understanding of the 
practical farmer’s everyday problems, Professor Wyllie is without doubt better 
qualified than anyone to handle this subject. The complicated problems of labour 
relations, departmental management, mechanisation, budgeting, etc., are discussed 
in down-to-earth fashion, with the prime object of helping the farmer to determine 
what he can do, when making basic plans or when amending or improving them, 
to increase the production and profits of his enterprise. (631) 


AGRICULTURE OF THE SUGAR-CANE. A. C. Barnes. Leonard 
Hill, 42s. 1953. 224 cm. 416 pages. 61 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


The author is widely experienced in cane sugar research and sugar plantation manage- 
ment in various parts of the British Commonwealth. His book describes in broad 
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outline the general principles involved in the cultivation of the crop in different 
parts of the world, giving due prominence to recent advances in field practice, 
mechanisation, marketing, etc. The whole is well supported by photographs and 
statistics, and as nothing of its kind has been published in recent years it is a book 
which should receive world-wide attention. (633°6) 


Fruit Culture 


VINEYARDS IN ENGLAND. Edited by Edward Hyams. Faber, 25s. 1953. 
224 cm. 229 pages. 22 illustrations. Drawings in text. Tables. Index. 
The possibility of re-establishing a wine industry in southern England—an ancient 
industry which more or less died with the dissolution of the monasteries—has been 
spotlighted during the past few years by experiments and trials carried out by R. 
Barrington Brock at the Oxted Viticultural Research Station in Surrey, and by 
Edward Hyams at Molash in East Kent. In this book they give an interesting account 
of progress made so far, together with historical and cultural chapters contributed by 
other experts, including M. Gerard Marot, a leading European authority on hybrid 
vines, and Mr. F. Berry Smith, the New Zealand Government Viticulturist. All 
aspects of vine cultivation in relation to the soil and climatic conditions of southern 
England are covered, and final chapters deal with the art of making wine. —_ (634°8) 


Horticulture 
THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PLANT PORTRAITS. A. G. L. Hellyer. 
Collingridge, 21s. 1953. 21 cm. 328 pages. Over 1,100 photographs. Index. 

Many of us have a ‘visual’ memory and those who are gardeners will especially 
welcome this collection of photographs of garden and greenhouse plants arranged in 
alphabetical order under their scientific names. English names are given after the 
scientific ones and are also collected in a separate index, so that reference can quickly 
be made by either name to the appropriate illustration. Usually one or two species 
only of a genus are included, which achieves the greatest diversity in a small space. 
Once the main task of identifying the genus has been accomplished, there are p ma 
of reference books for the persistent to carry the search further. (635-93) 


INDOOR BULB GROWING. Edward Pearson. Latimer House, 7s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 110 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 
A useful little book for beginners, advising them how a succession of flowers 
throughout the year can be raised indoors by those without either greenhouse or 
frame. Nearly fifty bulbous plants (the definition being extended to cover corms, 
rhizomes and tubers), including many not commonly grown in Britain at present, 
are described, with notes on how, when and in what to pot each, the water, fertilisers, 
temperature and position required, recommended varieties, times of flowering and 
proper treatment thereafter. A section on window boxes shows how the range of 
material and the flowering period can be still further extended. (635-96) 


Animal Husbandry 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF CATTLE IN BRITISH COLONIAL 
TERRITORIES IN AFRICA. Colonial Office: Colonial Advisory Council 
of Agriculture, Animal Health and Forestry. H.M. Stationery Office, 108.6d. 1953. 
244 cm. 156 pages. 22 plates. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Paper 
bound. 

In the summer of 1951 a Survey Mission visited Gambia, Sierra Leone, Gold Coast, 

Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, Uganda and Kenya 
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to investigate the solution of problems connected with cattle. This Report consists 
of a survey of the subject and recommendations; it is of special interest at the present 
time since it is becoming increasingly important that African livestock should be 
improved. The information and conclusions should be of interest and value to other 
tropical and sub-tropical territories. (636-2) 


Typography 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF TYPE FACES. W. Turmer Berry and A. F. 
Johnson. Blandford Press, 42s. 1953. 25 cm. 335 pages. Technical terms. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The compilers have limited themselves to ‘the best faces likely to be of service’ in 
Britain and to the roman alphabet, including of course its italic forms, but they have 
brought together such a vast range of type faces from European and American 
foundries that their publishers may well be justified in describing this as the most 
comprehensive book of its kind ever issued. The types are grouped under eighteen 
headings, from Venetian Romans and Old Faces to Three-dimensional Faces and 
Script Types. Specimens of each face are given, usually in display sizes, with a note 
analysing its distinctive features. Certainly an invaluable book for anyone concerned 
with roman type or lettering; he can be confident of finding in it every type face 
which he is likely to need and many which he has never seen before. (655-24) 


Advertising 
MODERN PUBLICITY, 1953-1954. Art and Industry's International Annual 
of Advertising Art. Edited by Frank A. Mercer. 23rd issue. Studio Publications, 35s. 
1953. 294 cm. 148 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Indexes. 
The latest trends in advertising and publicity are here illustrated, forming a useful 
reference anthology for all concerned with the international advertising business. 
There are 776 reproductions (113 in colour) with explanatory captions giving the 
size of the original specimen (an innovation) and the name of the advertising firm; 
separate indexes of advertisers, artists and designers, advertising agencies and printers 
are also included. ‘Publicity’ is interpreted in the widest sense to include posters, 
press advertisements, magazine covers, travel brochures, trademarks, wine labels 
(in which field Germany still holds pride of place), showcards and packaging. Of 
special topical interest are the four pages of examples of advertising through sponsored 
radio and television. (659°13) 


Food Manufacture and Processing 

REFINING OF OILS AND FATS FOR EDIBLE PURPOSES. A. J. C. 
Andersen. Pergamon Press, 45s. 1953. 25 cm. 211 pages. 9 plates. Diagrams. Tables. 

A detailed description of the sequence of operations involved in the conversion of 

crude oils and fats into edible products—filtration, de-acidification, bleaching and 

deodorisation. The author has had forty-five years’ experience in this industry, 

and writes for plant chemists and chemical engineers. (664°3) 


Petroleum Technology 

REVIEWS OF PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY. Vol. 13 (covering 1951). 
Edited by George Sell. Institute of Petroleum, 50s. 1953. 234 cm. 394 pages. Tables. 
References. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The latest volume in the Institute of Petroleum’s well known series of annual reviews 

on the progress of petroleum technology. Practically every aspect of the subject is 
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covered in the twenty-one chapters, progress during the year being critically reviewed 
by acknowledged authorities, and a total of nearly 3,000 references to the technical 
literature and patents quoted. In some cases, where the information available in 
previous years had not been sufficient to warrant a separate review, progress made 
during two or more years is examined. Comprchensive name and subject indexes 
are included and the book as a whole serves as an indispensable reference work for 
all who are connected with the petroleum industry. (665-5) 


Building Construction 


BUILDING SCIENCE FOR STUDENTS OF ARCHITECTURE 
AND BUILDING. Vol. IIL. Structures. Alfred G. Geeson. English Universities 
Press, 278.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 422 pages. 294 illustrations. 50 tables. Index. 

The first volume of this work by Alfred Geeson, the distinguished architectural 

teacher, was mainly introductory and was divided into three sections—Materials, 

Structures, and Equipment of Buildings. The present volume expands the work 

on Structures covered in the second section. It deals broadly with the subject and is 

intended for the student, not for the civil or structural engineer, who will need 
something more detailed and specialised. Apart from these limitations, it can be 

confidently recommended. (693) 


ART AND RECREATION 
City Planning 
HILL’S COMPLETE LAW OF TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING. Second (Cumulative) Supplement to the Fourth Edition. Edited 
by D. P. Kerrigan, R. G. C. Davison and J. D. James. Butterworth, 45s. 1953. 
25% cm. 721 pages. Tables. Index. 
The fourth edition of this work by H. A. Hill was published in 1950; this supplement 
brings it up to date. During the five years that the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, has been in operation there have been a number of statutory changes 
and many detailed decisions in this important new branch of English law. Although 
there has been general acceptance of the development control provisions in the Act, 
with the consequential preparation of development plans, the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1953, has abolished development charges and has restored a free 
market for private transactions in land. (711°17) 


Gardens 


OLD LONDON GARDENS. Gladys Taylor. Batsford, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 194 
pages. Coloured frontispiece. 43 illustrations and drawings. Tailpieces. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

Here is the fascinating story of London’s gardens, from the herb gardens of the 

monasteries to the private and public gardens of today. Of some—for example, 

those of Westminster Abbey, Ely Place and Sayes Court—little remains. Others— 
at the Inns of Court, Fulham and Lambeth Palaces, Syon and Ham Houses, Hampton 

Court and Kew—have happily survived. Patrons and architects include several 

monarchs, Francis Bacon, Sir Thomas More, John Evelyn, Gerard, Parkinson, the 

Tradescants, Rose, Kent and ‘Capability’ Brown, each working in the idiom of his 

time as the fine illustrations from contemporary engravings and paintings clearly 

demonstrate. (712°6) 
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Architecture 


SCOTTISH CASTLES OF THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVEN- 
TEENTH CENTURIES. Oliver Hill. Country Life, 126s. 1953. 34 cm. 280 
pages. Frontispiece. 298 photographs. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


About sixty years ago, David Macgibbon and Thomas Ross compiled an exhaustive 
s-volume treatise on Scottish castles and domestic architecture. It was an admirable 
work, but somewhat forbidding to the average reader. Oliver Hill, a gifted English 
architect and a Scot by descent, has taken the substance of Macgibbon and Ross 
and the fruit of recent researches and, with the aid of all the resources of modern 
photography, has made a most beautiful book, to which Christopher Hussey 
contributes a foreword. This is the first really practical survey of the subject, covering 
not only the architecture but also giving some account of the historical background 
and contents of the castles. It is a fine achievement of which both publishers and 
author may well be proud. (720-941) 


EARLY MELBOURNE ARCHITECTURE. Eighteen Forty to Eighteen 
Eighty-Eight. Oxford University Press (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 40s. 
1953. 24 cm. 184 pages. Illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. 


In the compilation of this attractive work Mrs. R. G. Casey had the collaboration 
of a number of Melbourne citizens well known for their interest in architecture, art 
and local history. Mrs. Casey in the introduction writes: “The Australian inheritance in 
architecture is a British inheritance, filtered through British thought and conceived 
in a different setting.’ The way in which local climatic and economic conditions 
and building materials impelled architects of the last century to improvise on their 
British models is well brought out in the many striking photographs of which, 
with a minimum of comment, this book mainly consists. (720-9945) 


AN APPROACH TO PLANNING. T. H. B. Burrough. Pitman, 21s. 1953. 
254 cm. 96 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 8 plates. Numerous drawings. Index. 
(Architects’ Library) 


The author, an experienced architectural teacher, contends that, although the needs 
of the client and the materials available to the architect change, the first principles of 
planning a building are immutable. In a series of short informal chapters, illustrated 
with carefully chosen plates and his own graphic sketches, he sets out to prove his 
point. This is a provocative book, stimulating to the student and instructive to the 
many laymen who share with architects the responsibility of preparing plans for new 


buildings. (729) 


Ceramics 


ANIMALS IN STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY. Bernard Rackham. 
Penguin Books, $s. 1953. 184 cm. 32 pages of text. 16 colour plates by Peggy Jeremy. 
4 drawings in text. Notes on plates. (King Penguins) 


These little birds and beasts, which were once bought in the market place to adorn 
the cottage mantelshelf, are now the valued possession of museums, where they 
charm by their simplicity of form and freshness of decoration. Mr. Rackham 
(formerly Keeper of the Department of Ceramics, Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London) gives an account of the manufacture in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries of these pottery figures in Staffordshire—a district so richly endowed with 
natural materials as to become known as the Potteries. He traces various influences 


600 








and, in non-technical language, describes certain processes in glazing and decorating 
these typically English specimens of the potter’s art, examples of which are shown 
in the beautifully coloured plates. (738-3) 


Interior Decoration 


DECORATIVE ART. Vol. 43. The Studio Yearbook of Furnishing and 
Decoration 1953-1954. Edited by Rathbone Holme and Kathleen M. Frost. 
Studio Publications, 30s. 1953. 294 cm. 148 pages. 400 illustrations (19 in colour). 
Indexes. 

This annual review of contemporary furnishings and equipment has the double 

purpose of (a) giving a survey of international design through a wide range of 

illustragions, and (b) showing ‘how people in different countries and in different 
walks of life have solved their personal furniture problems’. There is a short essay 
by J. C. Pritchard on the relationship between design, taste and demand in the 
furniture business, but the bulk of the book, consisting of numerous plates with 
captions, is addressed to producers, designers and distributors of furniture. Textiles 
(the main contemporary art for the expression of vivid ornament and patterns), 
ceramics, glass, silver, lighting and flower decoration are also included in this issue. 
(747) 
Glassware 


ENGLISH AND IRISH CUT GLASS 1750-1950. E. M. Elville. Country 
Life, 25s. 1953. 254 cm. 95 pages. 62 illustrations. Index. 


This book may be regarded as a pendant volume to the author’s English Tableglass. 
It is the first monograph to deal exclusively with English and Irish cut glass and 
contains valuable information for the collector and connoisseur. A wide range of 
specimens is reproduced in the excellent collotype plates: glasses, candelabra, 
decanters, salt-cellars, cameo vases and modern sculptured panels for decorative 
windows. There are chapters on the early history of the craft and the various 
techniques employed for cutting and engraving, and on eighteenth and nineteenth 
century cut glass, with a special section on the famous Irish factories at Waterford, 
Cork and Belfast. A concluding chapter deals with the modern revival of cut and 
sculptured glass, especially for windows. Scholarship and good taste have gone to 
the production of this book. (748-2) 


Painting 
A HISTORY OF BRITISH PAINTING. Ernest Short. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
2$8. 1953. 22} cm. 304 pages. 33 illustrations. List of principal British painters. 

A sensibly written, straightforward account of British painting by a writer who 
eschews elaborate theories, preferring a factual approach based on considerable 
knowledge of and enthusiasm for British painting, or, to be strictly accurate, painting 
in Britain. Mr. Short’s book is notable for its account of English medieval manuscript 
illumination—a subject too often treated as a specialist study in isolation from mural 
and panel painting. By including medieval painting the author carries the story of 
British painting back to the Celtic and Northumbrian illuminators of A.D. 600-800. 
It is a long road from the anonymous illuminators of the Lindisfarne Gospels to the 
quasi-mystical, semi-abstract paintings of Graham Sutherland, but Mr. Short conducts 
the reader with skill and a just sense of proportion. His book may be recommended 
to the intelligent general reader, though serious students will regret the absence of 
notes and bibliographical references. (759°2) 
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Cinematography 
PRINCIPLES OF CINEMATOGRAPHY. A _ Handbook of Motion 
Picture Technology. Leslic J. Wheeler. Fountain Press, 63s. 1953. 224 cm. 472 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The author, who is on the technical staff of M.G.M. British studios, has given an 
account of the principles of motion picture photography and of photographic 
sound recording and reproduction. The principles and basic design of all essential 
cinematographic apparatus are explained in considerable detail with the aid of many 
excellent diagrams, and a chapter is devoted to the techniques, limitations, and 
possibilities of the narrow gauge film. An extensive classified bibliography is a 
welcome feature of this painstaking work. There is some superfluous repetition of 
description of several pieces of apparatus; on the whole, however, this book can be 
recommended. (778°5) 


Photography 

ENTOMOLOGICAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN PRACTICE. A Guide 
Book for Photographers and Naturalists on the Photographic Illustration of 
Close-up Natural History Subjects. E. F. Linssen. Fountain Press, 32s.6d. 1953. 
22 cm. 112 pages. 12 plates. Illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 

This book stresses the usefulness of the photographic process for the illustration of 

natural history books and articles, and describes the techniques which the author 

(formerly Editor of the Entomological Magazine) has himself devised in carrying out 

his own successful and well known work. It is much more a book for entomologists 

than for photographers, though it attempts to appeal to both and in doing so tends 

to be more verbose than would have been necessary if more knowledge of entomology 

had been presumed. (778-9) 


Music 
LIVING MUSIC. Carl Nielsen. Translated from the Danish by Reginald Spink. 
Hutchinson, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 80 pages. Musical examples. Index. 

These eight essays by the Danish composer, whose music has recently become so 
popular in England, shed a timely and most interesting light on his mind. In a simple 
style, tinged by vivid, homely metaphors and similes, he discusses such diverse 
topics as the nature of Mozart’s genius, programme music, musicology, Becthoven’s 
sonatas and Danish folk music, all treated with refreshing originality and freedom 
from the prejudice and dogma too often associated with the opinions of eminent 
composers. It would have added to the book’s value had we been told when Nielsen 
wrote the essays and where they were first published. The translation reads very 
well. (780-4) 


RHYTHM AND TEMPO. A Study in Music History. Curt Sachs. Dent, 42s. 
1953. 24 cm. 391 pages. 205 musical examples. Index. 
A scholarly and comprehensive survey of the two fundamentals of music, written 
by the doyen of European experts on instruments, the dance and primitive music, 
now a professor in New York University. To examine, in a single volume, the 
complexities of rhythm and time as they have evolved the world over since civilisation 
began is a remarkable feat. But Professor Sachs discusses not only exotic and primitive 
music but works in the European tradition from classical times to the present. His 
statement of the complexities of Greek rhythm and weighing of the evidence for 
its relation to what little music survives is masterly. The two chapters on the middle 
ages are undoubtedly the best discussion of their amazingly varied uses of rhythm. 
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He also shows convincingly how fruitfully oriental rhythms have influenced western 
music since 1750. Scrupulously documented, and planned on the widest possible 
comparative basis, the book reads easily even in its most technical sections. (781-62) 


SINGER AND ACCOMPANIST. The Performance of Fifty Songs. Gerald 
Moore. Methuen, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 244 pages. 308 musical examples. Disco- 
graphies. Index. 

One of the most distinguished English accompanists reveals some of the secrets of 

his art in a most dnusual book, the first of its kind. His analyses of the songs, 

illuminated by over 300 musical examples and ripe poetical sympathies, point out 
many refinements of rhythm and phrasing for both voice and piano, with suggestions 
on tempi derived from the practice of many famous singers for whom he has played. 

The choice of songs is as refreshingly original as the approach to the whole subject. 

More than half of them will be unfamiliar, and, except for Beethoven, Haydn and 

Schubert, are by composers of the later nineteenth and twentieth centuries—English, 

French, German, Russian, Spanish and Norwegian. Mr. Moore’s stimulating pages 

deserve wide study because they will bring to light some neglected masterpieces, 

shed new light on some old favourites, and encourage the singer to further exploration. 


(784°9) 
Ballet 
THE CLASSIC BALLET. Basic Technique and Terminology. Historical 
Development by Lincoln Kirstein. Descriptive Text by Muriel Stuart. Illustrations 
by Carlus Dyer. Longmans, 36s. 1953. Obl.274 cm. 256 pages. 118 plates. Index of 
plates. 
This visual record, with full and clear descriptive captions, of the classical style and 
technique taught in the School of American Ballet run by Lincoln Kirstein and 
George Balanchine (who contributes a preface) in New York, is a work of long 
and meticulous collaboration between Muriel Stuart, teacher in the School, and Carlus 
Dyer, artist. Lincoln Kirstein’s long introductory section expounds the idea of 
classical purity of style on which his school is founded and traces a pedigree for it 
from the acknowledged French and Russian masters of the past. There is a foreword 
by Moira Shearer. (792°807) 


Sports and Games 

THE HUMAN SIDE OF CHESS. The story of the world champions: their 
triumphs and their illusions, their achievements and their failures. Fred Reinfeld. 
Faber, 18s. 1953. 21 cm. 304 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

This is an attempt to trace the history of a century of chess through the lives of 

seven world champions—Anderssen, Morphy, Steinitz, Lasker, Capablanca, Alexhine 

and Euwe—and the author’s description of the character, psychology and mentality 

of each champion is revealing and acutely interesting. The book is well illustrated 

by a number of specific games and concludes with a table of tournament and match 

records of the seven men who are the acknowledged chess-masters of the past century. 

(794"1) 

BEHIND THE TESTS. The Story behind the 1953 Test Matches. Norman 
Cutler. Putnam, 10s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 215 pages. 21 photographs. Tables. 

TEST MATCH DIARY, 1953. A personal, day-by-day account of the Test 
series England-Australia. John Arlott. Barrie, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 224 pages. 
34 photographs. Tables. 

The visit of the Australian cricket team to England in the summer of 1953 was 

anticipated with immense interest by all cricket enthusiasts and the five test matches 
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between the two countries provided games as thrilling as any played in the long 
series which dates back to 1877. Many books on the matches have been announced 
for publication and these two volumes are early, and good, examples. Norman 
Cutler is a sports columnist and his account is primarily that of the journalist, making 
the most of the sensational happenings but nevertheless presenting the facts fairly 
and in a bright style. During the course of the narrative he deals briefly with the 
previous history of most of the players and tells anecdotes which throw light on their 
characters. This is Cutler’s first book. John Arlott, on the other hand, has written 
much, and broadcast often, on the game. He admits that his book is not an objective 
and impartial account; his diary is “written while the moods, excitements and images 
are still fresh in the mind’. He rightly says that cricket history may be illuminated 
by the personal feelings which are the material of a book like this, in which one day’s 
entry is written with no knowledge of the next and which cannot be wise after 
the event. Therein lies the charm when John Arlott is the diarist. (796-3) 


THE WAY TO GOLF. Harry Weetman. Ward Lock, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 160 
pages. 92 photographs. Index. 


The author is a young professional golfer who has rapidly achieved success in the 
post-war years and who is claimed to be the longest hitter of a golf ball in Britain. 
As Master Golfer of 1952, he is obviously much more than that and, in addition, is 
a very good teacher, a fact demonstrated by this simple, easy-to-understand book 
embellished by a large number of excellent action photographs. (796-35) 


I LIVE IN THE WOODS. A Book of Personal Recollections and Woodland 
Lore. Paul Provencher. Brunswick Press (New Brunswick, Canada), $4:00. 1953. 
21 cm. 180 pages. 4 plates. Diagrams. 


The author, who trained the Canadian army in bush survival, writes about life in 
the woods as seriously as he has lived it. His book, therefore, is not for the armchair 
traveller, but for those who make their living in the woods, for vigorous sportsmen 
and for those who long to turn dreams of woodcraft into reality. Here is found 
instruction on all phases of travel, shelter, cooking, clothing, trapping, etc. There 
are directions for finding one’s way with and without a compass. The book is 
generously illustrated with the author’s own diagrams. (796-5) 


NEW ANGLES ON COARSE FISHING. With Chapters on Trout and 
Grayling. H. G. C. Claypoole. Seeley Service, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 159 pages. 
12 illustrations and 13 diagrams by the author. Bibliography. Index. 

Captain Claypoole is both angler and artist and this book of practical hints on the 

best ways of fishing reservoirs, gravel pits and rivers is attractively supplied with 

examples of his nature studies in black and white. In addition, he provides some 
instructive drawings on anglers’ equipment and rod repairing. (799°1) 


COMPLETE FIXED SPOOL ANGLING. Alexander Wanless. Jenkins, 153. 
1953. 224 cm. 222 pages. Frontispiece. Drawings in text by the author. Index. 


This book, which was completed only a short while before the author died, is a 
very full work on all things relating to fixed spool angling and is probably his major 
work. He was a pioneer in this revolutionary and highly specialised form of fishing, 
and here the reader will benefit by the information given with characteristic thorough- 
ness and care on equipment, casting, tactics, fly technique, spinning and lures for 
salmon and trout angling. (799°) 
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FISHING FOR BEGINNERS. Maurice Wiggin. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 1953. 
18} cm. 144 pages. 8 illustrations from Houghton’s British Fresh-water Fishes. 
14 diagrams by W. J. Pézare. 

Written exclusively for the angler who is youthful in experience, this book assumes 

that the reader knows practically nothing about angling. The author has an easy 

style of writing and, while the book is most practical, the heading for the first part 

— ‘Fishing for Fun’—might well be applied throughout. (799°1) 


NORFOLK FOWLER. Alan Savory. Bles, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 160 pages. 
16 photographs. 


Although this book will be of particular interest to those who know Norfolk, its 
appeal should be a wider one. The author contrives not only to evoke a kaleidoscope 
of colour—of luminous landscape and wide horizons—but also the ever-present 
and ominous background of endless tides seeking to devour the land. With all these 
beauties goes also that sense of a hidden life in these surroundings, comprehended 
these days perhaps only by the fowler and the naturalist. This book should not be 
missed by those fortunate ones anywhere to whom it has been given to glimpse such 


a world. (799°24) 


LITERATURE 
American Literature 
PLAYWRIGHT AT WORK. John van Druten. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 
1953. 214 cm. 222 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
It has long been said that play writing cannot be taught, and in this almost auto- 
biographical work a famous English-born American playwright writes that, although 
he shares this “English point of view’, there are still ‘things that can be learned, if 
only to help shorten the days of one’s apprenticeship’. In a fluent and easy explanatory 
manner, he describes his own beginnings as a playwright, and proceeds to an analysis 
of the theme, source and construction of a play. He discusses characters and dialogue, 
and dwells at length on the problems of holding an audience. Most of his examples 
are taken from American plays, both because he is more familiar with the country 
of his adoption and because his book was designed originally for the American public. 
(812°5) 
English Poetry 
POEMS AND PROSE OF GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS. Selected 
with an Introduction and Notes by W. H. Gardner. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 
18 cm. 288 pages. 3 facsimiles of MSS. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. Paper 
bound. (Penguin Poets) 
Dr. Gardner, who is one of Hopkins’s best and best-known critics, has made a 
selection from his work which is as representative as it is cheap and well printed. 
It consists of Hopkins’s forty-eight mature poems, seventeen of the earlier or unfinished 
poems, and over a hundred pages of his prose, including twenty-four letters. The 
editor has provided biographical information, a critical commentary and clear 
explanations of Hopkins’s distinctive rhythms and vocabulary. As an introduction 
to Hopkins, and a convenient conspectus, this book could hardly be bettered. (821-8) 


POEMS 1953. Robert Graves. Cassell, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 38 pages. 


Mr. Graves remains one of the most accomplished lyrical poets writing in English. 
This brief collection consists mainly of love poems, which perfectly blend the 
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characteristic passionate and ironical modes of his verse. Each poem is superficially 
simple in meaning, but there is a remarkable richness and complexity in his use of 
words which no amount of readings is likely to exhaust. Mr. Graves draws, as usual, 
upon his knowledge of the mythology of the Mediterranean and Celtic worlds, 
but allusion is never allowed to clutter his poems and the symbolism is fully worked 
out. A volume of assured and unmistakable style. (821-9) 


THE FABER BOOK OF TWENTIETH CENTURY VERSE. An 
Anthology of Verse in Britain 1900-1950. Edited by John Heath-Stubbs and David 
Wright. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 390 pages. Indexes. 

The late Michael Roberts’s classic anthology The Faber Book of Modern Verse (1936) 

aimed to represent poets who in some way had enlarged the boundaries of diction 

or content in poetry; many excellent ‘traditionalists’ were advisedly omitted. The 
present book is to be regarded as complementary to it. The last fifty years have seen 
the publication of an enormous quantity of verse, the rise (and fall) of various schools 
and movements. The compilers have tried ‘to include what seemed to them the best 
of every school’. Their starting point is such figures as Thomas Hardy, C. M. Doughty, 

Kipling, Robert Bridges. Owing to the meaningless arrangement of poets alpha- 

betically, it is difficult to get an overall picture of the period; John Heath-Stubbs 

in an introduction, however, observes various trends. The compilers have good 
taste and have produced a fine body of verse, whilst managing to bypass pieces 

already over-anthologised. (821-9) 


A SHROPSHIRE LAD. A. E. Housman. New edition. Harrap, tos.6d. 1953. 
23 cm. 96 pages. Wood engravings by Agnes Miller Parker. 
This collection of sixty-three poems, first published in 1896, has a well-established 
place in English literature. The imaginary speaker of the verses is a twenty-year-old 
Shropshire lad, restless and melancholy, with a vague, pessimistic philosophy of life. 
His greatest consolation is found in the beauty of his native county and in his kinship 
with it and his fellows. Housman’s lyrical craftsmanship has produced a form that 
exactly fits the subject. This attractive edition, completely re-set, is accompanied 
by the delightful and much admired wood engravings that appeared in the previous 
edition (1940). (821-9) 


AUSTRALIAN POETRY 1953. Selected by Nan McDonald. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 80 pages. 


Several outstanding contemporary Australian poets, many who are well known, and 
a few new to the anthologist find a place in the eleventh issue of Australian Poetry. 
This collection of forty-four short poems and extracts, representative of the best of 
the verse first published during the past year, has value as an indication of trends in 
present-day writing. As might be expected, tastes and treatment vary widely. Some 
of the work is of a very high order. (821-9A) 


English Drama 
FAMOUS PLAYS OF TODAY. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 373 pages. 


Thirteen volumes of Famous Plays (published by Gollancz first annually then 
biennially) appeared in the 1930s until the war stopped their issue in 1939. The series 
of contemporary successes now begins again with four plays, which all made note- 
worthy appearances on the London stage in 1951 and 1952. They are: the finely 
written study of an obsession by Terence Rattigan, The Deep Blue Sea; the light 
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‘tragi-comedy’ Waters of the Moon, by N. C. Hunter; a neat, ingenious crime play, 
Dial “M’ for Murder, by Frederick Knott (up till now unpublished as a play); and 
lastly, from the text of the stage version, J. B. Priestley’s tensely dramatic conversation 
piece for four characters, Dragon’s Mouth, which he wrote in collaboration with 
Jacquetta Hawkes. (822°9) 


TREASURE ISLAND. A Play in Four Acts. James Bernard Fagan. Based on 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s story of the same title. Authorised by Lloyd Osbourne. 
New edition. Cassell, 5s. 1953. 184 cm. 176 pages. Paper bound. 

It happens rarely that a brilliantly successful story can be translated into the terms 

of the theatre and meet there with any approval, but it has happened here. The 

famous adventure story which Stevenson wrote in 1882 was produced first as a play 

in 1922 and has been performed widely ever since. The play (first published 1936) 

has long been out of print, and its reappearance is well timed and useful. (822-9) 


LOYALTIES. With Two Other Plays: THE ELDEST SON, THE SKIN 
GAME. John Galsworthy. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 18 cm. 229 pages. Paper bound. 
(Famous Plays) 

John Galsworthy (1867-1933) reached the height of his fame both as a novelist and 

a playwright during his lifetime, and his plays, in the forefront of the realistic school, 

continued to be played by professionals and amateurs up to the beginning of the 

Second World War. Since then his popularity has decreased, probably because 

the sharp lines of demarcation between the classes, so pronounced at the time of his 

youth and the predominant theme of nearly all his plays, are ceasing to exist. The 
intrinsic worth of both Loyalties and The Skin Game, however, keeps these two 

plays alive, but The Eldest Son, a lesser work, wears less well. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
JOYCE CARY. Walter Allen. Longmans for The British Council, 2s. 1953. 214 cm. 
32 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical Supple- 
ments to ‘British Book News’) 
Born in 1888, Joyce Cary stands apart from most other contemporary English 
novelists. The tendency of modern fiction is to be subjective whereas Mr. Cary is 
an objective writer—‘he is, to put it at its lowest, a superb impersonator’, as Mr. Allen 
says. But the novels also express a coherent attitude to life, a belief in the power of 
the creative imagination which impels each man ‘to create a universe which suits 
his feelings’. This concern with individuality makes him the novelist of the English 
Nonconformist, Protestant spirit. Mr. Allen illustrates his points with references to 
Mr. Cary’s principal works. His pamphlet is admirable—lucid, perceptive, informative. 
(823-9) 
English Essays 
ANSWERS. Walter Murdoch. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): 
Cambridge University Press (London), 13s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 166 pages. 
In the seven years since he was invited by the editor of a Melbourne newspaper to 
answer miscellaneous questions asked by readers, Professor Murdoch has received 
over five thousand enquiries, some simple, some controversial, and many unanswer- 
able. Of the thousand short replies which have appeared in the weekly columns 
now reserved for him in a number of Australian and New Zealand newspapers, 
one hundred are reprinted in this collection. Professor Murdoch’s literary grace, 
humour, and insistence on the liberal point of view are everywhere apparent. Long 
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the doyen of Australian essayists, he has made of these delightful essays-in-brief a 
form of literary expression peculiarly his own. (824°9A) 


English Miscellany 


THE OXFORD BOOK OF ENGLISH TALK. Edited by James Sutherland. 
Oxford University Press, 18s. 1953. 19 cm. 474 pages. Notes. References. 

It could be argued that Professor Sutherland has given his fascinating book a mis- 
leading title, for what he has retrieved from the past with so much skill and research 
is not talk but, inevitably, the written records and literary versions of talk. They 
can never be quite the same; the present-day passages with which the book ends make 
that clear. But here is an anthology of conversations as they have been written down 
in every generation for over five hundred years, taken from trials, memoirs, letters, 

lays, novels, newspapers, and many other sources. Heroes, cowards, statesmen, 
ending commercial travellers, lovers, aristocrats, “whores and vagabonds, 
thieves and pickpockets’, famous, infamous or unknown, say their say, bringing 
themselves and the life of their time vividly before us in something very like its 
colloquial speech. The book is unique as well as fascinating. (828-08) 


German Literature 


GOETHE’S FAUST. Six Essays. Barker Fairley. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 140 pages. Index. 
An excellent commentary on the play for the general reader, though it requires a 
fair knowledge of German, since the direct quotations are extensive. The author 
approaches Faust as something much more than a drama in the generally accepted 
sense—rather a dramatic poem with strong epic and lyrical elements. He analyses 
the play’s imaginative composition and distinguishes sharply between the German 
folk-tradition in which it is rooted and the subsequent influence of themes drawn 
from Classical and Renaissance culture, and used both for decoration and for satire. 
(832-6) 
Icelandic Literature 
ORIGINS OF ICELANDIC LITERATURE. G. Turville-Petre. Oxford 
University Press, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 272 pages. Frontispiece map. 3 plates. Index. 
The author describes pagan Iceland and the early history of Christianity in Iceland, 
considering their significance for the origins of Icelandic literature. The chapter on 
Ari and his influence illustrates well the good sense and clarity of the author’s writing. 
The discussion of the school of Hélar and early religious prose throws much light 
on the learning, interests and abilities of the first clerical writers. The development 
of historical prose in the twelfth century is traced in detail from the chronologists 
through the synoptics to the famous artistic compositions of the later period. In an 
epilogue a brief sketch of the saga-literature of the Classical Age is given. The author 
seeks and finds those native and foreign elements which gave medieval Icelandic 
literature its great vitality and variety. The book is full of wise discussion and sensible 
conclusions. (839°6) 


Swedish Literature 


FULFILMENT. A Play in Five Acts. Vilhelm Moberg. Translated from the 
Swedish by M. Heron. Hodge, 5s. 1953. 19 cm. 80 pages. Paper bound. 


This play, newly published in an English translation (the original is dated 1943), 
appears under the auspices of the Anglo-Swedish Literary Foundation. The author, 
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born in 1898, is known principally as a novelist dealing with themes of Swedish 
peasant life. This play, set ‘in olden times’, is a peasant drama stronger in atmosphere 
and descriptive power than in incident or characterisation. (839°727) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
THE HUMAN TRADITION. H. J. Blackham. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. 


1953. 224 cm. 260 pages. Index. 


The author of Six Existentialist Thinkers has written a closely reasoned book in 
defence of the humanist tradition in Europe. His argument might be described as an 
extended commentary upon the remark of Jaspers, which he quotes: “We have no 
more confidence in the humanist tradition. But we love it and we wish to do every- 
thing to preserve it.’ The weaknesses of humanism are not ignored; they are resolutely 
faced. What is needed is a humanism ‘both seasoned and mature’, dissociated from 
such myths as the perfectability of human nature. The author brings to his argument 
a wealth of learning, and his book is highly readable. (901) 


Travel and Topography 
IN THE WAKE OF ODYSSEUS. Goran Schildt. Translated from the Swedish 
by Alan Blair. Staples Press, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 315 pages. 14 illustrations. Endpaper 
maps. 
A Swedish writer, Mr. Schildt has a generous share of the northerner’s passionate 
attachment to the Mediterranean. Together with his wife he journeyed from the 
Ligurian coast to the Ionian islands, the Peloponnese and Crete, using the ingenious 
combination of a yacht and a Lambretta motor cycle. As regards knowledge of 
ancient or modern Greek history he travels light, but he writes with an infectious 
gusto and an extremely observant eye. An imperturbable voyager, he appreciates 
to the full the delights of a leisurely mode of travelling. In spite of obvious differences 
in taste and temperament from the Greeks, he shows a very shrewd understanding 
of their national character and customs. (914) 


THE LOWLANDS OF SCOTLAND. Glasgow and the North. Maurice 
Lindsay. Hale, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 286 pages. 49 plates. Folding map. Index. 
(County Books) 

The writer is a poet and a prose writer of merit. His account is written well, and it is 

not clouded with false sentiment. He writes with discrimination, coldly about 

manifest weaknesses and uglinesses, warmly and well about the rich history, lore 
and literature of the country his book covers, which includes Glasgow, the Firth of 

Clyde, Dunbartonshire, Stirlingshire, Clackmannan and Kinross, the Kingdom 

of Fife and the country which lies just north of the River Tay. (914"1) 


LANCASHIRE PLAIN AND SEABOARD. Herbert C. Collins. Dent, 
18s. 1953. 22 cm. 256 pages. 16 photographs. 21 line drawings, including maps and 
plans, by H. Harte. Bibliography. Index. 

The Lancashire coast is one of the most popular holiday regions of Britain, and one 

of Mr. Collins’s themes is the growth of resorts such as Blackpool, Morecambe and 

Formby, and of contrasting centres like Liverpool, somewhat summarily treated, 

Heysham and its cross-channel services, Fleetwood, fishing port, and Barrow with 

its iron and ship-building industry. A second and related theme is the constant battle 

between land and sea, with intermingled erosion and accretion of the coast. The 
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author has collected a rich store of picturesque and informative incidents and 
characters, which, however, would sometimes be more effective if more systematically 
ordered; but there is some passage on every page to attract and entertain the reader. 
(914:2) 


DARTMOOR. L. A. Harvey and D. St. Leger-Gordon. Collins, 25s. 1953. 
224 cm. 288 pages. 17 colour photographs by E. H. Ware. 37 photographs. 
3 sketch maps. Bibliography. Index. (New Naturalist) 
The nomination of Dartmoor as the fourth of Britain’s National Parks is amply 
justified by this balanced and persuasive study. Professor Harvey surveys compre- 
hensively the wild life and vegetation in relation to the natural environment and 
its modifications by man, while Mr. St. Leger-Gordon sketches with a light touch 
the human and historical associations. The contrast between this relatively wild 
granite upland, with its characteristic tors, moors, bogs and relict woodland, and 
the surrounding country is well brought out. Professor Harvey makes a strong case 
against the tendencies which threaten it as a nature reserve, particularly its use for 
military training, and Mr. St. Leger-Gordon is not uncritical of local abuses of this 
in many respects unique area. (914°2) 


THE WEALD OF KENT AND SUSSEX. Sheila Kaye-Smith. Hale, 18s. 
1953. 22 cm. 240 pages. 25 photographs by J. Allan Cash. Map. Bibliography. 
Index. (Regional Books) 

“Roughly speaking’, says Miss Kaye-Smith, ‘the Weald is that part of England lying 

between the North and the South Downs, which includes a fair-sized part of Kent, 

the greater part of Sussex and also fragments of Surrey and Hampshire.’ There is now 
little trace of the dense, uninhabitable forest, the Andredsweald, which kept the 
region belatedly heathen for centuries and finally stoked its famous iron-foundries, 
but there is much evidence still of its richly historic past. Miss Kaye-Smith has 
therefore wisely given half her book to this past and to folklore and dialect, after 
she has shown her reader the Weald of today in five conducted tours. She has known 
the Weald all her life, and made it the scene of her well-known novels; she has 
now written a very good book about it. (914:2) 


COMING DOWN THE SEINE. Robert Gibbings. Dent, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 
223 pages. Wood engravings by the author. 


Mr. Gibbings has the right tastes and temperament to make him a good chronicler 
of rivers, for his well-stored mind meanders as naturally as they do. Often indeed, 
in this book, it wanders further from its set course, and with perhaps less justification, 
than did the flooded Seine from its own banks when he started to explore its upper 
reaches in his frail boat. But when he sticks to the river and the lesser known places 
on its banks he is a most agreeable guide; and one suspects that with his Irish ease of 
manner he must have been an equally agreeable acquaintance to all those he met when 
occasionally he stepped ashore to make the beautiful wood engravings which adorn 
his text. (914°4) 


OUR GUESTS PAID IN FRANCS. Len Ortzen. Phoenix House, 16s. 1953. 
224 cm. 224 pages. Frontispiece and 18 drawings by Dorritt Dekk. 


This is a highly amusing account of the adventures of an English couple who, with 
more faith than capital, started a pension near Le Havre after the war. A shrewd 
observer of French life and manners, the author leaves us with a feeling of respect 
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and affection for the people among whom he settled. It is one thing to succeed 
against almost overwhelming odds in setting up house in a foreign country; it is 
another to be able to retail the experience in an entertaining and convincing way. 
The author, like all men of faith, is a very practical person, and, being practical, 
he knows what to leave out. There are some excellent line illustrations.  (914°4) 


MADEIRA AND THE CANARIES. Elizabeth Nicholas. Hamish Hamilton, 
158. 19$3. 22} cm. 228 pages. 10 plates. 2 maps. Index. 
Mrs. Nicholas writes attractively, with the requirements of the traveller always in 
mind, of Madeira and of Teneriffe, La Palma and Gran Canaria, with notes on 
the less accessible Canary Islands. She provides all the necessary details on travel, 
hotels and excursions, pleasantly interwoven with her own experiences and reflec- 
tions, and historical outlines. She has some interesting material on Madeira wine and 
the British connection with the wine trade, and indeed in general pays a good deal 
of attention to the industries of the islands. The result is a pleasant combination of 
guide and travel book. (914°69) 


SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET. Heinrich Harrer. Translated from the German 
by Richard Graves. Introduction by Peter Fleming. Hart Davis, 16s. 1953. 224 cm. 
304 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 25 illustrations. Sketch map. 


This is without doubt one of the finest travel books of recent years, and gives an 
insight into a country which has long fascinated those outside it. The author describes 
without heroics his escape from an internment camp in India, his long and difficult 
journey with the minimum of equipment through Tibet to Lhasa, where in the closing 
years of the old regime, as tutor to the young Dalai Lama, he was able to observe 
Tibetan social life and government from the inside. His modestly written book 
therefore combines an escape story, a travel record and an enlightening socio- 
political study. What stands out pre-eminently are the author’s determination, the 
general hospitality and humour of the Tibetans, and the astonishing difference in 
the standard of life of the élite of Lhasa and the penurious existence of the great mass 
of the population. (915°15) 


APES AND IVORY. Joy Packer. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
412 pages. 3 plates. Endpaper map. 
The author, wife of a distinguished Admiral, has won popularity with her earlier 
books Pack and Follow and Grey Mistress. Her latest is mainly about Africa—South 
and Central, where her husband was Commander-in-Chief, South Atlantic. Later 
her travels took her to the Congo and to West Africa. Lady Packer writes entertain- 
ingly with observations keen if not profound, enjoys life as seen from the quarterdeck 
and bustles through a great variety of scenes, and places, and people. An attractive 
and easily read book, in which there are many brief encounters with people 
prominent in African affairs. (916) 


BLACK LAUGHTER. Llewelyn Powys. New edition. Macdonald, 8s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 183 pages. 


A reprint of a now celebrated book of impressions and travel sketches, put together 
from the experiences of five years’ sheep farming in Kenya. Its theme is the gradual 
unfolding to an Englishman of the true character and significance of Africa, a 
frightening experience slowly revealed in the sounds, the odours and the palpable 
texture of an African day. The book is beautifully written in a style that is never 
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over-insistent or portentous. The descriptions of this open-air life are simple and yet 
intensely vivid, and the writer’s very ease of expression adds to the sense of foreboding 
which lies behind it. (916-762) 


WE BOUGHT AN ISLAND. Evelyn M. Richardson. Christopher Johnson, 
16s. 1953. 224 cm. 254 pages. Drawings by Winifred Fox. Frontispiece map. 
Endpaper map. 

The straightforward record of fifteen years of life as the wife of a lighthouse keeper 

on a small island off the south coast of Nova Scotia. Mrs. Richardson looks back on 

it now, fortified by success and the fulfilment of a personal ambition, without 
either minimising or making much of the drudgery, the struggles, and the fears which 
attended it. She relates the daily round of lightkeeping, subsistence farming and 

sheep raising, in detail which never becomes wearisome, and gradually builds up a 

rounded and very human picture of her family at their tasks and recreations. It is 

a sincere and likeable narrative, warmed by a deep fecling for nature, and for the 

potentialities for good in the human character. (917-16) 


SPINIFEX WALKABOUT. Hitch-hiking in remote North Australia. Coralie 
and Leslie Rees. Harrap, 15s. 1953. 204 cm. 286 pages. 27 illustrations. Endpaper 
map. 

This brisk and competently written narrative gives a balanced and enlightening 

survey of contemporary Australia, from Geraldton, Western Australia, to Arnhem 

Land and the Northern Territory. The author brings out very clearly the exciting and 

often precarious character of the life of the tiny white population in this vast 

and largely arid land, and the frustrations and failures of the past. Yet their report is 
certainly not pessimistic, for everywhere they found the people stimulated by their 
encounters with ‘frontier’ conditions. Given improved communications and assured 
access to markets—perhaps a large premise--they feel that this great region could 
cease to be a threat to Australian security. They give a balanced account of the work 
of the missions, but emphasise that more should be done to integrate the aboriginal 
and part-white population, now increasing for the first time in many years, into the 
life of the community. (919°94) 


Biography 
ANEURIN BEVAN. A Biography. Vincent Brome. Longmans, 15s. 1953. 
224 cm. 252 pages. 6 illustrations. Index. 


The author of H. G. Wells: A Biography here gives a study of one of the most 
discussed members of the British Labour Party of the present day. He traces Mr. 
Bevan’s career from miner to Cabinet Minister, relating it to the political events of 
the period and giving sufficient background detail and anecdote to reveal his person- 
ality and philosophy. The book is a readable commentary on the political and social 
life of Great Britain since the First World War. (92) 


PRINCE OF PLAYERS: EDWIN BOOTH. Eleanor Ruggles. Peter 
Davies, 15s. 1953. 20} cm. 318 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Notes on sources. 
Index. 


Having steeped herself in the history of the Booth family, the author has found it 
difficult to keep any member of it, theatrical, emotional, violent, as they all were, 
in the background. Thus, Edwin Booth, one of America’s greatest tragedians, is 
sometimes overshadowed by many fascinating legends about his father Junius Brutus 
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Booth, his brother, John Wilkes Booth (the murderer of Abraham Lincoln), his 
sister Asia, and the rest. The story covers a great epoch in American theatrical history 
from the days when Edwin’s famous performance as Hamlet emerged from the 
barnstorming past until the time when he and Henry Irving played together at 
the Lyceum in London. The book is well documented, and is both interesting and 
valuable as a contribution to theatrical literature. (92) 


THE ADVENTURES OF A BALLET CRITIC. Richard Buckle. Cresse 
Press, 218. 1953. 22 cm. 304 pages. 49 illustrations. Index. 
This picturesque piece of autobiography for the years 1946-52 takes shape round 
the story of the life and death of the author’s magazine Ballet (in which some of the 
earlier ‘adventures’ first appeared). Interwoven is a critical record of the fortunes of 
the dance in London, and, to embellish both, descriptions of a lively variety of people, 
places and encounters, many of which are further most admirably depicted in a 
similar variety of drawings, photographs and caricatures. (92) 


SELECTED LETTERS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited and with an 
Introduction by DeLancey Ferguson. Oxford University Press, $s. 1953. 154 cm. 
400 pages. Index. (World’s Classics) 

Professor Ferguson, who prepared the Clarendon Press edition, has made this 

selection of over two hundred of Burns’s letters. A few are given in complete form 

for the first time. The choice, in effect, gives a biography of Burns, and the famous 

letter to Dr. Moore which is the poet’s autobiography is given in full (No. 125). 

The long series of letters to Thomson has been selected to give the poet’s views on the 

technique of writing and adapting songs. The choice is admirable for both these 

purposes and also gives the reader a very adequate impression of the vivid quality 

of the whole corpus of the letters. (92) 


LETTERS FROM CHARLES DICKENS TO ANGELA BURDETT- 
COUTTS 1841-1865. Selected and edited from the collection in the Pierpont- 
Morgan Library with a critical and biographical introduction by Edgar Johnson. 
Cape, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 428 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

Angela Burdett-Coutts (1814-1906), later Baroness Burdett-Coutts, devoted her 

life and great fortune to social reform. As these letters show, she found in Charles 

Dickens a perfect collaborator and practical organiser for her philanthropy. His 

first-hand knowledge of social depression, his zeal and energy gave effect to her 

charities in schemes that he personally supervised. The letters are not confined to 

social reform, but deal with his literary work and his family life; he often found a 

shrewd adviser in his correspondent. The literary quality of these letters and the light 

they throw on Dickens and on the social conditions of his time make this a very 

important book. (92) 


THE DIARY OF ALFRED DOMETT 1872-1885. Edited by E.A. 
Horsman. Oxford University Press for the University of Durham, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 
318 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 

Alfred Domett’s strenuous thirty years of journalistic and political life in New 

Zealand interrupted his youthful friendship with Robert Browning, and moved the 

latter to write his well-known poem, Waring. Returning in 1872, Domett kept this 

diary, a detailed record of his retirement in England. Resuming his friendship with 

Browning, he came into touch with the chief literary figures of the time. He records 

his travels to places of literary, historical and topographical interest, displaying 
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powers of description, close observation, and often a caustic tongue. The most 
important part of his diary is his record of his close contact and intimate knowledge 
of Browning’s literary and daily life. Readers and biographers of Browning should 
welcome this book. (92) 


THE FLAGSTAD MANUSCRIPT. Louis Biancolli. Heinemann, 21s. 1953. 
224 cm. 254 pages. Portrait frontispiece and 19 photographs. Index. 
Mme. Flagstad’s dictated autobiography is of great interest for the student of the 
history of singing in general and of Wagnerian opera in particular. The rather naive 
style does not detract from the value of the narrative, which recounts her life’s 
work in concert halls and opera houses all over Europe and America. Her range of 
experience in both lieder and opera will surprise even her greatest admirers. An 
explanation of the political difficulties in which she was involved during the last 
war occupies several chapters, the merits of which each reader will have to assess 


for himself. (92) 


STAND THEREFORE! A Bishop’s Testimony of Faith in the Church of 
England. Michael Furse. S.P.C.K., 173.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 208 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Index. 

This book, by the former Bishop of Pretoria and of St. Albans, is a personal testimony 

to his faith in the Church of England and to the conviction that the prime need of 

his own communion is to stand fast in the faith and practice of the undivided Church. 

In entertaining chapters, written in a homely style, he depicts his life at home, Eton, 

and Oxford, and later his work as priest and bishop. Within this concrete setting, 

he discourses vigorously on such matters as Church finance, marriage and divorce, 

diocesan synods, the vocation of priesthood and episcopacy. (92) 


WILLIAM GODWIN AND HIS WORLD. Rosalie Glynn Grylls. Odhams 
Press, 218. 1953. 23 cm. 256 pages. 14 illustrations, including title-page and 
endpaper. Bibliographies. Index. 

An influential political philosopher, the author of a revolutionary book on Political 

Justice, a famous novelist in his day, and Shelley’s father-in-law, William Godwin 

(1756-1836) was a prominent figure in circles which included Tom Paine, Francis 

Place, Northcote, Opie, Holcroft, Mary Wollstonecraft (whom he married), Shelley, 

Lamb, Coleridge and Lady Caroline Lamb. Miss Glynn Grylls is very familiar with 

this world (she has published lives of Mary Shelley, Claire Clairmont and Trelawny), 

she has a lively style and a quick eye for detail which is significant as well as striking, 
so that her book makes entertaining reading; but it is also a valuable account of 

Godwin’s world, notably successful in depicting Mary Wollstonecraft and Godwin 


himself. (92) 


MADELEINE’S JOURNAL. Mrs. Robert Henrey. Dent, 16s. 1953. 22 cm. 
302 pages. 
This essentially feminine author, writing, one feels, almost exclusively for women 
readers, shares with them her thoughts and reactions to the everyday events of her 
life in contemporary London, on her Normandy farm, amidst the rebuilding of 
Boulogne and on holiday in Switzerland. Delighting in everything appertaining to 
fashion, in cookery, in children, in conversation, in letter writing and in the study 
of the people she meets on both sides of the Channel, she writes about all these and 
about her eleven-year-old son and his companions, her French mother and innumer- 
able friends of many races and all ages. (92) 
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JOURNEY WITH GENIUS. Recollections and Reflections concerning the 
D. H. Lawrences. Witter Bynner. Nevill, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 381 pages. 9 illus- 
trations. Index. 


Mr. Bynner acted as host to D. H. and Frieda Lawrence when they first visited 
America and later accompanied them to Mexico. In spite of the lapse of three decades 
he has written an astonishingly fresh memoir of these experiences, especially 
remarkable for its account of the relations between Lawrence and his wife, for whom 
Mr. Bynner shows a great deal of sympathy. Although attached to Lawrence the 
author is not in the least overawed by his reputation, and among so many character 
studies of him which have been either adulatory or frankly hostile Mr. Bynner’s 
carries exceptional conviction. Besides his recollections of events he also analyses 
Lawrence’s work and his ideals of conduct which are reflected at such length in 
the novels and stories, and he traces the difference between the kind of character 
Lawrence desired to be and the reality. An unusually detailed and objective portrait. 

(92) 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. A Biography. Benjamin P. Thomas. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 25s. 1953. 234 cm. 380 pages. 4 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The author has been the executive secretary of the Abraham Lincoln Association 
for over twenty years, is an editorial adviser in the preparation of the Collected 
Works, and has had full access to the recently opened Robert Todd Lincoln 
Collection in the Library of Congress. The last satisfactory one-volume life of 
Lincoln was published thirty-five years ago, so that the present volume is opportune. 
As a short biography it is excellent: scholarly, fair, readable and authoritative. The 
life of this extraordinary man is well set against the times he lived in, while his 
genius as a politician is allowed to manifest itself. There is a good appendix as a guide 
through the mass of Lincoln literature. (92) 


THE PRINCE OF BOTANISTS: CARL LINNAEUS. Norah Goutrlie. 
Witherby, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. 306 pages. 12 photographs. Drawings in text. Notes. 
Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 


This life of Linnaeus is based on some painstaking research and is presented with 
straightforwardness and modesty. It does not aim at being an exhaustive biographical 
study, nor does it really explain the importance of Linnaeus in settling the relationships 
of animals and plants on a comprehensible and comprehensive basis. Nevertheless 
it will give great pleasure to naturalists by filling out a figure who is very important, 
but often shadowy, to them. Miss Gourlie has brought out well the mie and 
wide range of a true naturalist’s curiosity, which made Linnaeus among other things 
no mean medical researcher. (92) 


LETTERS TO BENVENUTA. Rainer Maria Rilke. Translated from the 
German by Heinz Norden. Hogarth Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 93 pages. 
Facsimile. 


This brief collection of letters, written by Rilke from Paris in 1914, enrich the story 
already told in Rilke and Benvenuta by Magda von Hattingberg, a gifted pianist and 
herself the Benvenuta of this correspondence. Written at a time of great mental 
stress, relentlessly introspective and showing an insatiable need for spiritual com- 
panionship, the letters nevertheless bring Rilke’s genius clearly to life in personal 
terms. The book is rather scantily introduced and needs to be read with the 
companion volume to be fully understood. (92) 
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LOUIS XIV AT VERSAILLES. A Selection from the Memoirs of the Duc 
de Saint-Simon. Translated and edited by Desmond Flower. Folio Society, 21s. 
1953. 22} cm. 258 pages. 8 full-page etchings by Goor. 2 plans. Historical note on 
the Chateau by Charles Mauricheau-Beaupré. Note on costume. Biographical 
notes. Genealogical table. Index. 

The famous journal which Saint-Simon kept from 1691 to 1723 fills over forty 

volumes, and may constitute the longest historical memoirs ever written. This new 

selection from them is limited almost entirely to the court-life at Versailles which 

Saint-Simon saw for himself during the last twenty years of le roi soleil, Louis XIV. 

It is edited, translated and introduced with great skill. Historical truth and scandalous 

lies, acute observation of human nature and petty-minded gossip are mingled in 

these pages, which present an unforgettable picture of the heyday of a palace whose 

ostentatious splendours have become legendary. (92) 


CINDERELLA NO MORE. Lionel Tertis. Nevill, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 
120 pages. Portrait frontispiece and 22 photographs. Musical examples. Index. 
Tertis’s autobiography is wholly concerned with the viola, and rightly so, because 
for nearly sixty years he was the tireless and selfless ambassador of the instrument 
all over the world, and has done more than any player in history to raise its status 
and the standard of playing. This is a delightful story, modestly and wittily told 
with the minimum of anecdote. The value of the book is much enhanced by scale 
drawings, full measurements and detailed instructions for making the ‘Tertis’ viola, 
designed to enable other players to cultivate his own superlative tone. He is anxious 
for the design to be used as widely as possible, without restriction—a wish of rare 
magnanimity. There is a list of the works he has arranged. (92) 


ALWAYS A COUNTRYMAN. Lord Tweedsmuir. Hale, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
320 pages. 38 illustrations. Endpaper map. 
Lord Tweedsmuir has led a varied life in many lands, from the Arctic Circle to the 
Equator. In these reminiscences he recalls the pleasures he has found in shooting, 
hawking, and fishing, and in pursuing his bent for natural history. It is, however, 
in the Scottish and English countryside that his affection is most deeply rooted. His 
smoothly flowing narrative is set down with no striving after effect. Nor does he 
omit to pay tribute to the companions who shared his enjoyment of the open air 
in ‘these happy, rambling years of youth’. (92) 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. Earl Winterton. Cassell, 21s. 1953. 22 cm. 383 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Index. 


These memoirs not only record the political career of one who passed from being 
the ‘Baby’ to the ‘Father’ of the House of Commons, and occupied important 
ministerial posts at various times, but also provide valuable material for the analysis 
of the working of parliamentary government in this century. The author discusses 
the effects of acute constitutional and financial difficulties and of the administration of 
two world wars, on Parliament and the parties. He also appraises the contribution 
of many personalities to British politics, from Lord Salisbury onwards, and in 
so doing reveals many interesting details of the difficult art of ‘government by 
discussion’ . (92) 
SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN. John Summerson. Collins, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
160 pages. 8 plates. 6 drawings. (Brief Lives) 
The brilliantly gifted scientist whom chance made an architect at thirty (and who 
ultimately became the only member of that calling whose name is familiar to every 
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Englishman) is the subject of the ninth of Collins's excellent Brief Lives. John 
Summerson, probably Britain’s foremost architectural critic and certainly her most 
able writer on architecture, has managed to make of this concise biography a truly 
illuminating contribution towards a better understanding of a man of genius. It is 
an exciting story which will entertain and instruct the general reader as well as the 
serious student. The few illustrations are admirably apposite. One misses an index. 

(92) 
MEN OF MATHEMATICS. 2 vols. E. T. Bell. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. each vol. 

1953. 18 cm. 672 pages. Diagrams. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 

This well-known work, first published in 1937, gives an excellent account for the 
general reader of the chief men whose extraordinary talents have created modern 
mathematics. After a brief discussion of Greek mathematics, the author considers 
the lives of some thirty-one mathematicians starting with Descartes and ending with 
Cantor; the British Isles are represented by Newton, Hamilton, Sylvester, Cayley 
and Boole. The author, born in Scotland, is now Professor of Mathematics at the 
California Institute of Technology. (925°1) 


CHOIR OF MUSES. Etienne Gilson. Translated from the French by Maisie 
Ward. Sheed & Ward, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 192 pages. 


What part has the love of women played in the inspiration of great artists and 
thinkers and what is the nature of this love? Mr. Gilson describes the relationships 
of Petrarch, Baudelaire, Comte, Wagner and Maeterlinck with certain of the women 
who aroused their imagination and influenced their creative power. He finds that 
this relation is often one of promise rather than fruition and that the incarnate muse 
is apt to be transformed into something different when the work of art is brought 
to birth. These biographical sketches are subtly drawn and the subject is handled 
with skill and good sense. (928) 


World War II 


ABOVE US THE WAVES. The Story of Midget Submarines and Human 
Torpedoes. C. E. T. Warren and James Benson. Harrap, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 
256 pages. 23 illustrations. 7 maps and diagrams. Endpaper map. Index. 

Britain was not long in following the example of the Italian Navy, which, towards 

the end of 1941, caused considerable damage with their ‘frogmen’ to British battle- 

ships in the Mediterranean. British human torpedoes started their training the 
following year and by November 1942 had entered a Norwegian fjord and put 
the Tirpitz out of action. In 1943 the midget submarines took part in similar operations 
for the first time. This is a detailed and interesting history of all the training and 
operations carried out by both the human torpedoes and the midget submarines, 
which brings out very clearly the extremely arduous and dangerous nature of this 
new form of warfare. (940°5451) 


MIDDLE EAST AND FAR EAST. Allan S. Walker. Australian War 
Memorial (Canberra, Australia), 35s. 1953. 24 cm. 700 pages. 68 illustrations. 
4 diagrams. 38 maps. Index. (Australia in the War of 1939-1945. Series 5 (Medical) 
No. 2) 

This is Dr. Walker’s second contribution to the official Australian war history, and 

the fourth volume to be published. After outlining the organisation of army medical 

services in Australia vp to 1939, the historian carries his account forward with the 

progress of the war overseas. Events in the Near East and Middle East are described 
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in detail and there is mention of the medical circumstances of prison camps in Italy 
and Germany. From the beginning of the next phase, the work of the medical 
organisation in the campaigns to the north of Australia (except the South Pacific 
operations) is followed, with much attention to provisions made for sick and 
wounded prisoners of war. (940°$47) 


TOUCHING THE ADVENTURES .. . of Merchantmen in the Second 
World War. Edited by J. Lennox Kerr. Foreword by John Masefield. Harrap, 
12s.6d. 1953. 204 cm. 256 pages. Frontispiece. Headpieces. Glossary. 


The war experiences at sea recorded in this book are without exception sober truth. 
They vary in style and substance. Captains Fox and Sir David Bone, writing as 
commanders of great ships, indicate, one directly and the other obliquely, the load 
of responsibility which lies upon the master-mariner. Others, such as Angus 
MacDonald in a narrative called “Ordeal’ and Michael Page in ‘All in the Same Boat’, 
speak movingly of journeys of survivors in small life-boats. All help to build up 
the story (which can never be recorded fully) of the 30,000 British seamen lost in the 
war, and of their living comrades. Almost every page has interest and value, and 
the book has been arranged in a manner to enable the reader to picture the British 
maritime struggle as a whole over six tragic years. (940°548) 


THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS. Ewen Montagu. Evans Bros., 10s.6d. 1953. 
20} cm. 144 pages. 24 plates. Endpaper map. 
This is a true account of an Operation carried out during the Second World War 
and it is told in full by the originator of the plan, who was serving on a British inter- 
Service committee dealing with the security of intended operations. After the Allies’ 
success in Tunisia it was vital to mislead the Germans about the next move. A dead 
body, with all the identification marks of a British officer and carrying false informa- 
tion about the Allies’ intention, was dropped off the coast of Spain. The papers from 
the body found their way into German hands, and the ruse succeeded beyond all 
hope. It will stand as an epic in the art of deception in war, and the story, told 
modestly and concisely, will rank with any tale of thrill and adventure. 
(940-548) 
Britain 
THE ANCIENT CAPITAL. An Historian in Search of Winchester. Hugh 
Ross Williamson. Muller, 15s. 1953. 20} cm. 232 pages. 11 photographs. Index. 


The author has exactly fulfilled his commission to write a personal and discursive 
book on Winchester, city of King Arthur and his knights and of King Alfred, who 
first made it his capital. Here William Rufus ruled, Queen Matilda fought, Mary 
Tudor married Philip of Spain, Sir Walter Raleigh was condemned to death and 
dramatically reprieved, and here, too, Charles II planned to establish his second 
capital. These and many other events and personages are shown against their 
contemporary background, often the great cathedral, the thousand year evolution 
of which epitomises the history not only of Winchester but of England itself. 
(942) 
France 
THE MARSHAL DUKE OF BERWICK. The Picture of an Age. Sir 
Charles Petrie. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 368 pages. 8 plates. 4 maps. 
Index. 
James Fitz-James, Duke of Berwick (1670-1734) was the natural son of the Duke 
of York, afterwards James II, and Arabella Churchill, sister of the famous Duke of 
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Marlborough. His military career, in which he showed unusual talent, was after 
the Revolution (1689) devoted to his father’s cause. He, thus, eventually became one 
of Louis XIV’s generals opposing Britain and her allies. His defeat of the allied forces 
in Spain, at Almanza 1707, was a brilliant achievement with decisive results. The 
author has used much hitherto unpublished material in his account of a striking 
personality and in his illuminating survey of international politics during an important 


period. (944°03) 


Kenya 


WHITE MAN’S COUNTRY. Lord Delamere and the Making of Kenya, 
1870-1931. 2 vols. Elspeth Huxley. 2nd edition. Chatto & Windus, 36s. the set. 
19$3. 22 cm. 331: 341 pages. 11 : 11 plates. 2: 3 maps. Index in Vol. IL. 

It is fifty years since Lord Delamere first took up land and initiated European farming 

in what soon became called the White Highlands. To his energy, confidence, and 

persistence Kenya owes much; the pattern of the later settler type soon fixed itself 
within the scale of his limitations. This study of the foundation of white Kenya 
was first published in 1935, and has long been unobtainable. As a background 
to the present troubled state of the country it is invaluable, and there is no other 
book covering the same ground in the history of Kenya. This edition however, 
save for a new short preface, reproduces the earlier text without alteration. 
(967-62) 

Canada 

COLONY TO NATION. A History of Canada. Arthur R. M. Lower. 
Longmans, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 616 pages. 8 maps. Endpaper maps. 11 diagrams. 
Index. 

In recent years the political, economic and social development of Canada has given 

it an important status in world affairs. Professor Lower’s admirable history of his 

country describes its progress from the early days of French exploration to the end 
of the Second World War. It is a story of conflict—between pioneers and the 

Indians, between men and nature, and between diverse racial and economic interests. 

Though many of these tensions still exist, so that ‘in every generation Canadians 

have had to re-work the miracle of their political existence’, a pattern of nationhood 

has gradually emerged. This volume was first published in Canada in 1946; for the 
first English printing the main narrative remains unaltered, but there is a short 
chronological table of events from 1945 to 1953 and a preface in which the author 
affirms his belief that Canada is ‘just about the most fortunate land under the sun, 
as it is among the freest’. (971) 


FICTION 
General 


THE NATURE OF LOVE. H. E. Bates. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
240 pages. 

Three short novels. In the best of them, Dulcima, an ugly country girl goes as house- 
keeper to a small farmer, attempts to trick him out of his money, and through her 
deception causes the death of a man she really loves. The Grass God is about a land- 
owner who is deserted by his mistress, and whose cherished grassland is ruined by 
drought. The Delicate Nature has a Conrad-like setting of a rubber plantation and 
concerns a woman who loves but is not loved by her husband and who repeats the 
relationship in reverse with another man. 
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THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES: ROBERT: GENEVIEVE. André Gide. 
Translated from the French by Dorothy Bussy. Cassell, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
208 pages. 

A novel of the keenest insight into modern middle-class married life. It is written 
in three distinct sections, representing the journals and reflections of the wife, the 
husband and the daughter. The book’s unusual power derives from the depth of 
the author’s knowledge of the masculine and feminine approach to marriage. He 
can identify himself equally successfully with each and still hold the balance between 
them. The last two sections now appear in English for the first time. The translation 
does ample justice to the clarity and persuasiveness of Gide’s style. 


DARK MOON. Helen Heney. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and 
London), 16s. 1953. 21 cm. 227 pages. 


Although this story is set in the New South Wales of 1840, and relates to a contro- 
versial episode of the time, its appeal is mainly as a novel of character. Central in 
the plot is the suspected and then proven survival of a young woman who after 
suffering shipwreck had lived for six years among the aborigines. The effect of her 
return to civilisation as felt by her former fiancé and his friends is carefully considered; 
but it is in the sensitive analysis of the changed attitudes of the rescued woman 
herself, returned, as it were, from the dead, that the author’s powers are made most 
apparent. 


RIVERSLAKE. T. A. G. Hungerford. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, 
and London), 16s. 1953. 22 cm. 252 pages. 


Mr. Hungerford knows intimately the type of migrants’ hostel which serves as 
model for the Riverslake portrayed in such stark lines in his novel. He does not 
intend his plot, in itself sufficient, to obscure the sociological implications of the book, 
notably the weaknesses of the migration programme and the industrial framework. 
Riverslake shows characteristics evident in the author’s very successful The Ridge 
and the River: the underlying thoughtfulness, the championship of the under- 
privileged (in this case, the New Australians trying to win acceptance in their 
adopted homeland) and the almost brutal realism alternating with sentimentality 
and wry colloquial humour. 


YOUNG VILLAIN WITH WINGS. Rayne Kruger. Longmans, 12s.6d. 
1953. 19} cm. 340 pages. 
Thomas Chatterton, ‘the marvellous boy’, the earliest and most tragic genius of the 
English Romantic Movement in poetry, who took his own life at the age of 
seventeen, is the central figure of this historical novel. To portray a genius in fiction 
is always difficult, but the author has a remarkably sure touch in reconstructing the 
poet’s boyhood in Bristol and his disastrous move to London in search of fame and 
fortune. The theme of Chatterton’s poetic inspiration, which takes the form of 
forging early English poetry, is handled with especial skill. It is a moving story told 
with genuine imagination. 


THE DWARF. Par Lagerkvist. Translated from the Swedish by Alexandra 
Dick. Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 180 pages. 


The boy who shouted that the Emperor wore no clothes—the detached critic of 
society—has appeared in fiction in many forms. The Swedish Nobel Prize winner, 
Par Lagerkvist, here presents him as a dwarf unable to share the experiences of men 
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and women because of his belief that dwarfs belong to a different race. An outsider, 
he is able to observe the Renaissance world in which he lives with unfeeling curiosity. 
His character—malevolent, conceited, insensitive, and rather stupid—is adroitly 
revealed to the reader of this unusual book. 


A KID FOR TWO FARTHINGS. Wolf Mankowitz. André Deutsch, 7s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 120 pages. Illustrations by James Boswell. 


‘One kid, which my father bought for two farthings’, sings Mr. Kandinsky the 
trousers-maker when the boy Joe buys a young animal resembling a unicorn. Joe 
believes that his unicorn will make wishes come true, and sure enough Schmule 
the wrestler does beat the terrible Python Macklin, Mr. Kandinsky does get his patent 
steam presser, Sonia—Schmule’s girl—does get her engagement ring before the baby 
goat sickens and is removed. Mr. Mankowitz’s fable of Jewish life in London's 
East End is robust, warm-hearted, and funny—the nearest thing in English to a 
story by the American William Saroyan. 


TOO LATE THE PHALAROPE. Alan Paton. Cape, 10s.6d. 1953. 19} cm. 
253 pages. 

The author of Cry, the Beloved Country has again chosen the race problem of South 
Africa as his theme. He tells the story of a police lieutenant in a small town of the 
Transvaal—a fine athlete of noble character—who because of the prudery of his 
wife succumbs to the physical appeal of a black girl and contravenes the Immorality 
Act of 1927. As a result he and his family are ruined. Such a consequence of such an 
act may seem incredible, but it is sufficient praise of this book to say simply that 
Mr. Paton convinces us that in South Africa events would follow one another as 
inevitably as he describes them. 


JANE AND PRUDENCE. Barbara Pym. Cape, 12s.6d. 1953. 20 cm. 
222 pages. 
It is easy to laugh at vicars’ wives, jumble sales, women’s colleges, and office workers 
whose main excitement is the twice-daily cup of tea, but Miss Pym adds to her 
malicious laughter an expert knowledge of the ways of her subjects that makes 
her book almost a work of anthropology. Its setting is London and the provinces; its 
story the account of the married life of a vicar’s wife and the amusing love affairs 
of her ex-university friend. Miss Pym is not go good with her male characters as 


with her women, but as they are ‘supporting players’ rather than ‘stars’ this does not 
really matter. 


SCARLET AND BLACK. Stendhal. Translated from the French and with 
an Introduction by Margaret R. B. Shaw. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1953. 18 cm. 
$11 pages. Paper bound. (Penguin Classics) 

Scarlet and Black is acknowledged as one of the greatest of nineteenth century French 
novels. In this story (founded on fact) of the young Julien Sorel, who by choice 
would have worn a soldier’s scarlet tunic but is forced to adopt the priest’s black 
cassock, we have a psychological study of ambition set against an acutely drawn 
social picture of the age, ‘A Chronicle of the Nineteenth Century’ (Stendhal’s sub- 
title). Stendhal was a master of the sober style, difficult to translate. Miss Shaw 
claims that her translation (which reads easily) is ‘a more exact reproduction of the 
original than any previous one’. 
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JUTLAND COTTAGE. Angela Thirkell. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 286 pages. Endpaper map. 

To the already fairly large family of characters inhabiting Angela Thirkell’s Barsct- 
shire, Jutland Cottage adds a further group of people whose lives have taken root 
in the familiar setting. The story jogs along comfortably and uneventfully like a cart 
on a winding country lane, and while it never manages to be very exciting it is also 
never dull. It is diverting and entertaining within its self-imposed limits, and Mrs. 
Thirkell’s many devoted readers will find in it the same shrewd and humorous 
portrayal of everyday English life that they have come to expect of her. 


ORIENTAL SPLENDOUR. An Anthology of Eastern Tales. Edited with an 
Introduction and Notes by Herbert van Thal. Barker, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 327 pages. 
Illustrations. List of sources. 


A selection of tales from the East, which draws upon all the main Oriental cultures 
from Egypt to Japan. It ranges from the witty sensuality of The Thousand and One 
Nights, the noble Persian legend of Sohrab and Rustum, the homely folk tales of 
India, to the sophisticated tragi-comic fiction of China, whose tone is remarkably 
similar to the novels of our own time. The stories are in most cases skilfully translated, 
and, while the characterisation is usually simple, they excel in narrative power. The 
periods and the literary conventions represented here are so various that it is a pity 
that they are not more fully explained. 


Reprints 


THE HISTORY OF TOM JONES, A FOUNDLING. Henry Fielding 
Biographical and bibliographical note by Malcolm Elwin. Macdonald, tos. 6d.1953. 
19 cm. 853 pages. Frontispiece in colour and drawings by Brian Robb. (Macdonald 
Illustrated Classics) 


This new edition of one of the greatest of English novels, first published in 1749, 
has all the usual features of this attractive series. As in some previous volumes the 
illustrations are the least satisfactory part of the book, but the rest is admirable, and 
remarkably good value at this low price. The text used is that of the second edition 
of 1749, the last approved by the author; it is modernised, except in spelling and 
punctuation, but not expurgated. It is well printed on thin, opaque paper, and well 
bound in red and gold, with a strong plastic wrapper. The “Note’ by the General 
Editor of the series is in fact a good introduction to the book. 


IN A PROVINCE. Laurens van der Post. Reprint. Hogarth Press, 9s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 350 pages. 
Laurens van der Post’s first novel has gained interest with the passing of time, for 
the problems with which it deals are even more urgent now than they were in 
1934. These problems—racial antagonism in South Africa and Communism—are 
examined as revealed in the relationship of a negro to two white men, one of whom, 
a humanist, believes in a solution through a change of heart, while the other, a 
Communist, works for a change of system; the author’s sympathies are with the 
humanist. This book combines intelligent political analysis with moving drama 
and should be read. 








BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


ALL YOU’VE EVER WANTED, and Other Stories. Joan Aiken. Cape, 9s. 
1953. 204 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece and 15 illustrations by Pat Marriott. 

A new and extremely talented writer has provided nineteen stories which should 
find a place in every family whose imagination has not yet atrophied. They are an 
effortless and a completely convincing blend of very ordinary life and fantasy and are 
sparkling with wit, gaiety and absurdity. There are tales about unicorns, unusual 
witches, a magic iron, princes and princesses of some originality, a ghostly governess 
and a disconcerting small child who is discovered on a B.B.C. brains trust and knows 
the answer to everything. Although the writing is simple and can be enjoyed by 
young as well as older children, there is much here to delight their parents. 


A CASTLE AND SIXPENCE. Margaret J. Baker. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1953. 
204 cm. 168 pages. Illustrations by Peggy Fortnum. 


Margaret Baker, who is most adept at the art of story-telling, has provided a tale 
for children from twelve to fifteen, which, although it contains some delightfully 
romantic turns of fortune, is firmly anchored to real life. There is not a dull moment 
in this account of how the four Martingale children, living humbly with their 
widowed mother in a London suburb, buy the old horse who drew the Council’s 
dust-cart to save it from a worse fate, inherit a ramshackle castle (but no money to 
keep it up), and discover that the country and “Ragged Knights’ itself offer much 
that is fascinating and quite exciting, too. 


PEOPLE WITH SIX LEGS. Mary Bosanquet. Faber, 7s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 
92 pages. Illustrations by Rachel Reckitt. 


This story, conceived with great delicacy and considerable imagination, is about a 
little girl who, sometimes, becomes so small that when she walks through the grass 
she seems to be in a forest, and a bee’s flight from flower to flower is high adventure. 
In this strange green world she meets an ant, a beetle, a bumble bee, a dragon-fly, 
a grasshopper, and some hive bees and from them gets to know something about 
the ways of insects. But the child moves, too, in the humdrum world of very ordinary 
relatives—and a shy and wise old Professor, and at both levels the author’s touch 
is faultless. There is much humour and wisdom in this little tale for children from 
seven to nine. 


BABAR’S TRAVELS. BABAR THE KING. Jean de Brunhoff. New 


editions. Methuen, 6s. each. 1953. 27} cm. 48 pages. Coloured illustrations by the 
author. 


It was an excellent idea to reprint Jean de Brunhoff’s widely known elephant stories 
in a cheaper and more manageable form. Innumerable children from five to seven 
have enjoyed the skilful combination of bold, brilliantly coloured, and often funny 
pictures and a gay text, full of incident. In Babar’s Travels the King Elephant and his 
wife Celeste spend a highly dramatic honeymoon—including being marooned on a 
cannibal island and captured for a circus—and on their return wage war against 
the rhinoceroses. The second book tells of the splendid city, Celesteville, built by 
Babar and of the exciting things that happened there. 
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THE WEIRD ARCHER. A Tale of Adventure. Frank Crisp. Bodley Head, 
9s.6d. 1953. 204 cm. 192 pages. 
In 1521 young Tom Alwyn is summoned from Norwich by his grandfather to the 
family manor of Alwyn on the lawless Cheviot border. His identity has to be 
concealed to protect him from a secret enemy bent on destroying the Alwyns. 
Eventually outlawed, Tom runs great dangers in regaining his heritage, and is helped 
by a mysterious archer, who unmasks the enemy. This adventurous story in its 
authentic historical setting should find many readers in the twelve to fifteen age 


group. 


MISS ANNA TRULY. V. H. Drummond. New edition. Faber, 8s.6d. 1953. 
254 cm. 40 pages. Illustrations in colour and black-and-white by the author. 


A delightfully gay and absurd nonsense story for very young children (first published 
in 1945). Two neighbouring families have a quarrel over a field and a small girl 
called Anna goes to ask the King to solve their problems. On the way she collects 
a Station-master, a Rich Man and a Taxi-man, and they all have a riotous time at a 
masked ball at the Palace. The extremely clever and funny illustrations are, perhaps, 
more likely to appeal to the parents than to their offspring. 


SIRGA. René Guillot. Translated from the French by Gwen Marsh. Oxford 


University Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 184 pages. Illustrations by Joan Kiddell- 
Monroe. 


As his two previous books, Companions of Fortune and Sama, have shown, M. Guillot 
has a deep knowledge of equatorial Africa, its native superstitions and customs, 
and a love for its fauna. In this imaginative portrait of the lioness Sirga and a native 
boy who has an affection for and an understanding of her he has strikingly portrayed 
the mis-en-scéne—both beautiful and cruel—of savanna and forest. This tense and often 
moving account of the dramatic adventures of the Queen of the lions and the son 
of a chief is not, perhaps, for the squeamish, but young people who are genuinely 
interested in animal life will find this a fascinating book. 


JANET CARR: JOURNALIST. Josephine Kamm. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 192 pages. (Career Books for Girls) 


A light and readable novel for older girls, which relates how Janet Carr, aged seven- 
teen, having finished her training as a secretary and taken a brief course in journalism, 
starts her career in a humble position on a woman’s magazine in London. The 
author, herself a journalist, describes without exaggeration the sort of jobs an 
apprentice would be given to do, and how Janet graduates from the ‘fashion’ 
department to become an assistant to the Literary Editor—which is much more to 
her taste. The story contains plenty of plausible incident and a dash of romance. 


THE ISLANDERS IN DANGER. Gaye Knowles. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 196 pages. Illustrations by the author. 


There have been three previous books about the five children who call themselves 
The Islanders. Here, they have left their familiar island and have gone to live on the 
Norfolk coast. This is a pleasant holiday story in which the children and two new 
friends have plenty of fun—and one dramatic adventure—with their boats, and 
encounter a little mystery concerning a villager, Mrs. Green, whose behaviour is 
rather suspicious. For boys and girls from ten to thirteen who enjoy a natural and 
homely tale. 
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WINNIE-THE-POOH AND THE BEES. WINNIE-THE-POOH 
AND EEYORE’S TAIL. A. A. Milne. Adapted by A. Schenk from the 
original illustrations by E. H. Shepard. Methuen, 6s. each. 1953. 24 cm. 18 pages. 
Coloured illustrations. (Pop-up Picture Books) 


These ingenious productions will be much enjoyed in the nursery. Each contains 
one of A. A. Milne’s well-known stories about the little teddy-bear Winnie-the-Pooh 
and his owner Christopher Robin, with coloured illustrations. When the books 
are held open four cut-out pictures in each of them stand away from the page and form 
a little scene. 


HOW MANY MILES TO BABYLON: Violet Needham. Collins, 8s.6d. 
19$3. 19 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Joyce Bruce. 


Miranda, the heroine of this pleasantly sentimental book for girls from fourteen 
onwards, is a very fey little girl of about twelve, who is haunted by an unfinished 
tune called ‘Babylon’. Her dissolute father who wrote the melody is dead; the 
whereabouts of her mother unknown, and the child—charming, but often wayward 
—is adopted into the family of a delightful architect and his young son. In a quiet 
and human fashion the author tells how the tune was ‘finished’ and how several 
people’s problems were thereby solved. 


ROGUE’S YARN. John Newsom. Faber, 9s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 188 pages. 
Illustrations by Philip Hepworth. Map. 


The plot of this account of an adventurous holiday on the Norfolk Broads may seem 
stereotyped enough—a party of young people trying to prevent enemy agents from 
taking a very important document out of the country—but the story is so well told, 
in a crisp, near-adult manner, that it makes excellent reading for boys and girls 
from twelve onwards. Not only are the activities of the children, the grown-ups 
and the police very well handled but there is much interesting detail about sailing and 
the boats that play an important part in this exciting narrative. 


TUESDAY ADVENTURE. The Affray in the Sardanger Fjord. John Pudney. 
Evans Bros., 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 206 pages. 6 illustrations by Ley Kenyon. Endpaper 
map. 

The exploits of ‘Fred and I’ and Uncle George began with Saturday Adventure, 

and the fourth instalment, set in Norway, follows much the same pattern as before. 

Uncle George is engaged on a very secret mission and the two boys, unknown to 

him, get mixed up in it too. Fantastic and hair-raising incidents involving boats, 

curious vehicles, mysterious enemies, exciting chases and a good deal of shooting, 
follow one another in rapid succession. Much of the action takes place in the laby- 
rinths of a disused mine. An adroitly written thriller with little relation to everyday 
life—or, indeed, to the conventional adventure story—for boys from ten onwards. 


SIMON. Rosemary Sutcliff. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 
267 pages. Illustrations by Richard Kennedy. Map. 

The author’s aim in this historical novel of the Civil War (1642-46) is to reconstruct 

the final campaign in the West Country. Two Devon boys, Amias and Simon, 

are inseparable friends until the outbreak of war, when their upbringing with Royalist 

and Parliamentary sympathies, respectively, estranges them, and, at sixteen, they join 
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opposing armies. Their meeting in the western fighting brings grave risks to Simon, 
confronted with the conflicting loyalties of duty and friendship. This story with its 
rapid action and vivid description of countryside and of historical and fictional 
events and characters will particularly appeal to young readers of thirteen to 
sixteen. 


THE SILKEN SECRET. Geoffrey Trease. Blackwell (Oxford), 9s.6d. 1953. 
20} cm. 158 pages. 8 illustrations by Alan Jessett. 

A well told adventure story for children from ten onwards, set in eighteenth century 
London and Derbyshire in the reign of Queen Anne. There was then a boom in 
the silk trade, and the mystery in which the young hero becomes involved is con- 
cerned with the sub rosa introduction of a new spinning process from Italy—not 
least with the vengeance of men from Piedmont jealous of their secret. Mr. Trease 
has written many good historical stories for young people, and, needless to say, 
there is not a dull page in this one. 


PENNY PENITENT. A. Stephen Tring. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 214 pages. Illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 

The third book about Penelope Andrews, if not quite up to the high standard set 
by its predec essors, is nevertheless a very animated affair. During the summer term 
at her day school Penny—still bubbling over with high spirits—gets into even more 
scrapes than usual. At the end of the term, even if she hasn’t done any work, she has 
resolved a silly feud with a schoolmate, changed her mind about the new mistress, 
and solved a young illustrator’s problems by posing as his model—and some of her 
own problems, too. This light-hearted story, in a naturalistic vein, should be enjoyed 
by girls from ten to thirteen. 


THE GYPSY HEDGEHOGS. SNUG AND THE CHIMNEY- 
SWEEPER. Alison Uttley. Heinemann, 3s.6d. each. 1953. 18 cm. 69 pages. 
Coloured illustrations by Katherine Wigglesworth. 


Two additions to the Little Brown Mouse series of books for the five-to-seven-year- 
olds. In the first Snug, the baby field mouse, has some lively adventures with a hedge- 
hog family, who are gypsies. The second is a more domestic tale in which a blackbird 
comes to sweep the chimneys of the inn, The Rose and Crown, where Snug and 
Serena live with their parents, and Snug goes in for some chimney-sweeping, too. 
These are pretty little stories, prettily illustrated. 


Non-Fiction 


THE STORY OF MICHELANGELO. Agnes Allen. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 
21 cm. 198 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 

The story of Michelangelo (1475-1564), the great Italian painter and sculptor, is 
told against the background of Renaissance Italy. The author in no way ‘writes 
down’ to her readers; the straightforward style and translation of foreign words 
and titles will appeal to adults as well as to intelligent schoolchildren between the 
ages of fourteen and eighteen. This is a serious book for serious reading by those 
who wish to know something more than the mere name of Michelangelo. 
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GEORGE CANSDALE’S ZOO BOOK. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 1953. 


254 cm. 64 pages. 72 photographs. 


This somewhat discursive book for children in their early teens has much personal 
anecdote, much about the day-to-day running of the London Zoo, much about the 
mammals and birds there; and it tells the story of how the author developed the first 
technique of showing the Zoo on the television screen. There are sections written 
by other members of the Zoo staff—on the aquarium, on being the Zoo's official 
artist, and on trying to rear a leopard cub—and throughout there is a profusion of 
very good photographs. 


SIX GREAT ENGLISHMEN. Aubrey de Sélincourt. Hamish Hamilton, 
10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 216 pages. 6 plates. 


SIX GREAT ENGLISHWOMEN. Yvonne ffrench. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 246 pages. 6 plates. Map. 


The six examples of great men in the first book are Drake, Dr. Johnson, Nelson, 
Marlborough, Keats and Sir Winston Churchill. The great Englishwomen of the 
second book are Elizabeth I, Sarah Siddons, Charlotte Bronté, Florence Nightingale, 
Queen Victoria and Gertrude Bell. In the preface to each book the authors show the 
criteria of greatness which their subjects exemplify. The biographies fit the men and 
women into their age and bring out the significant factors in their lives, training 
and characters that led to their achievements. These books, admirable as they are 
for young readers from fourteen upwards, should also appeal to adults. 


HOW ANIMALS MOVE. The Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, 1951. 
James Gray. Cambridge University Press, 16s. 1953. 22 cm. 126 pages. 18 photo- 
graphs. 52 drawings by Edward Bawden. 

The Christmas lectures for children at the Royal Institution are by now famous for 
the trouble taken to capture young imaginations (we may interpret young as any 
age above twelve) by a wealth of practical demonstrations and experiments. For 
these the Professor of Zoology in the University of Cambridge has substituted in 
this book a carefully chosen series of photographs and drawings, many based on 
cinematograph films. He first discusses the mechanics of animal movements and 
then traces the evolution from simple to complex types through swimming, walking, 
jumping and flying. He also states the problems involved in each of these achievements 
and the different ways in which different groups of animals solved them. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. General Editors: Laura E. Salt 
and Robert Sinclair. Vol. V. GREAT LIVES. Oxford University Press, 30s. 
1953. 254 cm. $02 pages. 8 colour plates. Illustrations. 

The ninth volume to appear of this excellent and copiously illustrated encyclopedia 

(which will comprise twelve volumes in all) is bound to be a popular one. It is a 

dictionary of international biography containing some 550 entries about people 

‘who in one way or another have made their mark on history’. With one or two 

exceptions living people have not been included and a few others whose work has been 

dealt with in the more specialised volumes of the encyclopedia have advisedly 

been omitted. The articles, some of considerable length, some quite short, aim to 

present something of the personal life and character of famous people in the world 

of philosophy, art, literature, science, sociology, law, exploration, etc., but their 
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creative work is touched upon, too. Although planned for older children and school 
libraries, many adults wil! find here a useful and simply written reference book, to 
which many specialists have contributed. 


HOW PLANES PLY. Sydney E. Veal and ‘Wren’. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 
Obl.22 cm. 31 pages. Numerous illustrations. Paper bound. (Puffin Picture Books) 


For boys from ten onwards the rudiments of flying are explained in technical terms 
but in simple language, supported by excellent diagrams equally easy to understand. 
The main controls—ailerons, elevator and rudder—are studied first, with all the 
instruments in the cockpit, and then descriptions given of how, when airborne, to 
turn, dive and stall. There are interesting sections on ‘Air Pressure at Work’ and 
‘Angle of Attack’ and across the centre pages are coloured drawings of twenty-four 
different aeroplanes, each chosen for some distinctive feature. 


THE STORY OF BRITISH LOCOMOTIVES. R. Barnard Way. Methuen, 


8s.6d. 1953. 214 cm. 80 pages. Over go illustrations by the author. Bibliography. 
Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 


Designed for readers between ten and fifteen this book contains many clear drawings 
of locomotives old and new, and it describes the details and variations of steam 
mechanism and working. It can be recommended as providing, brightly, groundwork 
in a subject which—despite the attractions of alternative forms of power—still 
delights many children. 
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